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I N S I D E
D O R D T  C O L L E G E
Dordt College is working harder 
than ever to help students succeed
Sally Jongsma
Dordt has long been known as a place that cares about its students, and people on campus are known for their helpfulness and 
friendliness. This fall, Dordt's admissions office 
was contacted by the parents of a student who 
had enrolled elsewhere, but decided almost 
immediately after arriving on that campus that 
it was not the right decision. The parents said 
they were on the way to Dordt to enroll, if they 
could. By the time they arrived, later that day, 
the student was warmly welcomed, handed a 
schedule, taken to class, and shown to a room. 
 Caring for such needs means acting quickly 
and is relatively straightforward. Other needs 
take more planning and forethought on the 
part of professional staff at the college.
 “We want to give all students the 
opportunity to be successful,” says Associate 
Provost for Co-Curricular Programs Bethany 
Schuttinga. “We are not hand-holding,” she 
is quick to point out. The goal is to provide, 
through student Learning Community 
Assistants (LCAs), one-on-one contact with 
all students who might be at risk so they know 
what types of assistance are available. Students 
must take responsibility for using the programs 
and services offered.
 The new proactive approach to addressing 
the wide range of students’ needs grew out of 
recent administrative restructuring that gives 
responsibility for these programs to Schuttinga, 
who formerly held the title of Vice President for 
Student Services.
 “It is usually more than academic ability 
that puts students at risk,” says Registrar Jim 
Bos. Students enter college with a variety 
of challenges that may make it difficult for 
them to succeed academically. For some, 
videos, computers, Facebook, or television 
get in the way. Most of those who face 
significant challenges also face a combination 
of factors such as learning disabilities (often 
undiagnosed), lack of family stability, financial 
concerns, and distance from home.
 For the past several years Dordt has run a 
program called ASPIRE to give assistance 
 (continued on page 2)
Director of Resident Life Robert Taylor (back left) meets weekly with Learning Community Assistants (front) Ben Christians, Jacob Kroeze, Jana Postma, and (back right) Matt Kun-
nari.  Director  of the Academic Skills Center Pam De Jong (back center) also meets regularly with the group.
Jim Bos Pam De Jong
(continued from page 1)
to students who come in with test scores and 
GPA averages that are considered marginal 
for admission. Run through the Academic 
Skills Center and its director, Pam De Jong, 
ASPIRE tries to give motivated students 
who don’t meet regular admission standards 
a chance for a Dordt College education.
 With the new emphasis, Schuttinga, Bos, 
and De Jong also look for such things as 
discrepancies between a student’s ACT score 
and GPA, and they note other factors that 
might put students at risk.
 Early on, student LCAs meet one-on-one 
with students in the ASPIRE program, those 
on probation, those with known learning 
disabilities, and others whose academic 
profile might indicate a need for some 
assistance. They get to know each student, 
outline resources, and offer to help them set 
up a schedule or timeline that might help 
them get off to a good start.
 In Schuttinga’s experience these peer 
relationships and the accountability that 
goes along with them are more helpful than 
having students relate only to professional 
staff. 
 “They are more willing to talk with peers 
about areas in which they are struggling,” 
she says.
 Robert Taylor, the interim director of 
resident life, sums up the role of the LCAs 
as advocating for students before they even 
know they need an advocate. 
 “We encourage students to be who they 
are intended to be” which, at this point in 
their lives, is to be successful students, he 
says. That encouragement includes not only 
offering them assistance and pointing to 
services, but also challenging students and 
holding them accountable for commitments 
they’ve made. 
 Choosing the right students for these 
positions is important, according to Taylor, 
who describes this year’s assistants as well-
spoken and well-respected, good students 
and good role models who live in the 
residence halls.
 “We’re moving away from a one-size-fits-
all model to one that is more individual and 
based on relationships,” says De Jong. She 
hopes that such relationships will help them 
note patterns and identify predictors for 
success.
 Schuttinga adds, “We’re trying to create a 
good way for them to get information right 
from the start rather than having them have 
to look for it after they fail.” She gives an 
example of a first-year student who came to 
campus late as a result of an accident that 
has left him with a short-term disability and 
in need of extra assistance. His residence 
hall LCA pushed his wheelchair to get him 
to his first class and his Core 100 instructor 
gathered the rest of group to welcome him 
soon after he arrived.
 The staff of the ASK Center and those 
on the Retention Council have long felt that 
many of the problems they had to deal with 
straddled the line between academics and 
student services. They believe that they can 
be most successful if they tackle problems 
on all fronts.
 “Co-curricular experiences have a 
significant effect on academic success,” 
says Bos. “Every year I see students who 
have academic problems but whose 
root problem is more complex. When 
I attended Dordt, those students were 
simply dismissed.”
 He and others want to provide another 
option for today’s students.
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
What you need to get across to people is that you take your Christian identity seriously. It’s 
not just a label with you. You folks actually 
mean it.”
 I was talking on the phone with some 
of Dordt College’s marketing consultants. 
They were, we believed, some of the best in 
the business and had extensive experience 
working with colleges and universities across 
the continent. As a professional organization, 
they were happy to develop a promotion plan 
for any client, trumpeting whatever identity 
that organization happened to profess. 
But the leaders of this firm believe that we 
have to do a better job of highlighting—in 
terms others can understand—the core 
characteristic that they realize distinguishes 
our college.
 Their message to me was simple and 
direct: Dordt College doesn’t recognize 
how unusual it is to be a seriously Christian 
college in a sea of universities and colleges 
that are content to have a Christian heritage 
somewhere in their past. And, these 
consultants continued, sometimes 
Dordt College actually obscures that 
distinctiveness with language that 
only is understood by those who 
agree with us already.
 I’m not sure I fully agree. 
I think that some distinctive 
language is essential to having a 
distinctive identity. And yet I also 
think these external advisors 
did recognize that the 
biggest cultural question 
today is not how serious 
Christians differ from each 
other. The real question is 
how you discern who the 
serious Christians are.
 That certainly is the case 
when it comes to education.  
 I’m always a little disappointed about how 
many serious Christian believers don’t seem 
to realize how blatantly anti-Christian much 
of higher education has become. 
 Not long ago a friend who serves as 
president of a Reformed Christian college told 
me that he had addressed the issue bluntly. 
While speaking to high school students, he 
had pointed out that the real choice 
facing Christian teenagers as they 
made their college choice was 
whether they were going to 
choose a Christian college or a 
pagan school. As he described 
it to these prospective college 
students, there really is no 
neutral middle ground. Either 
you go with God or you cast your 
lot with the pagan ideologies 
of our day. It’s one or the 
other.
       I agree with my 
friend. He then went on 
to describe the intense 
negative reaction that 
speech had stimulated. He 
was immediately accused of breaking the 
conventions of polite discourse. It seems that 
in our current cultural setting, we don’t want 
to be quite that forthright. We prefer shades 
of gray to issues of black and white. And so to 
draw the stark antithetical contrast between 
pagan and Christian education was, to many 
in his audience, a little too much to handle.
 My friend at one time had been a tenured 
professor in a pagan university and so 
perhaps he figured that, based on his own 
experience, he could be so bold. I’m usually 
a little more modest and restrict myself 
to simply raising the question as to how 
seriously you take your Christian faith when 
you think about education. Yet it appears to 
me that if you really are a serious Christian 
then you want to find a college or university 
that takes your faith commitment seriously as 
you carry out your studies.
 There is a legitimate caution to be raised: 
I think those of us who are committed 
to seriously Christian education have to 
ensure that the education we pursue is 
serious education as well. If we don’t take 
the educational dimension of our task as 
seriously as the faith environment of our 
campus, then we don’t deserve to be taken 
seriously either. 
 In the end, I suppose that’s what our 
marketing consultants were trying to get across 
to us.  In their view, there are a lot of serious 
Christians heading for college. Our task is to 
let them know that Dordt College is a seriously 
Christian educational institution where they 
can be seriously Christian students, too.
Seriously Christian education
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T
LCAs hold fellow students accountable
The position of Vice President for Student Services has been renamed the Associate Provost for Co-Curricular 
Programs. 
	 “‘Student	Services’	does	not	adequately	fulfill	what	we	
intend to accomplish through the co-curricular programming 
we	offer	at	Dordt	College,”	says	Provost	Erik	Hoekstra.	The	
college does not stop at providing beds and bathrooms as a 
convenient service; it has designed a co-curricular program 
that	will	prepare	students	for	effective	service	in	Christ’s	
kingdom.	The	title	change	signals	Dordt’s	commitment	to	






Bethany Schuttinga assumed the title of Associate Provost for Co-
Curricular Programs this fall.
Schuttinga's New Title
Schuttinga
Vo i c e  2
Jana Postma meets with residents in East Hall 
regularly to keep in touch—sometimes to refer 
them to services, sometimes to offer assis-
tance, sometimes to pray. It helps her 





For the last twelve years, business professors John 
Visser and Gary Vander 
Plaats have been flying to 
China to participate in the 
Leadership Enterprise for 
Asian Development (LEAD). 
Sponsored by the Chinese 
government, LEAD organizers 
bring in eight to ten professors 
each year from colleges and 
universities around the United 
States. Each instructor is asked 
to teach two courses during his 
or her stay in China.  
 “We teach business 
curriculum and help business-
minded individuals understand 
how market economies work,” 
said Visser. “We teach executive 
MBA-style courses to professors, 
graduate and undergrad 
students, and business people,” 
he added. Students in last 
summer’s classes included 
managers of high-end Chinese 
companies including Jialing 
Motorcycle Company, the largest 
motorcycle production company 
in China.
 Jack Heinen and Leonard 
Van Drunen, Dordt alumni, 
also taught in the program this 
summer.
 Trips typically last one to 
three weeks for each professor. 
Each instructor spends one 
week teaching in one city before 
traveling to teach the following 
week in a different city.    
 “Chongqing was especially 
memorable this year, since it is 
not very far from the epicenter 
of the major earthquake [that hit 
in May], and our program began 
just days after the earthquake” 
said Visser.  
 While he was in Chongqing, 
Visser noticed that many of the 
students were sleeping in tents 
outside on the athletic fields. 
“They were afraid that their 
dorms would collapse on them 
if another earthquake struck,” he 
said.
 In previous years, Dordt 
professors have also taught in 
Nanjing, which is the hometown 
of Dordt freshman business 
administration major Lulu 
Zhang.  
 “[I am grateful] that God has 
opened up these countries,” said 
Visser. “I’m also grateful that 
he has given me the privilege 
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Sarah Groneck
 
A job in a foreign country may simply be a dream for some Dordt students, but for Jaclyn Ver Mulm and Melissa 
Ver Haar, working in China became a reality 
last summer.
 Ver Mulm and Ver Haar flew to Beijing, 
China, on May 23 to teach English to 
Chinese students. After a bit of sightseeing 
around the Beijing countryside, the 
women began work on June 6 for the 
Total Immersion Project (TIP) through 
Educational Services Exchange with China 
(ESEC), an organization where adult 
students are immersed in the English 
language twenty-four hours a day in order to 
earn their ESL certificate. Ver Mulm’s older 
sister has worked for the program for the last 
three years.
 “We spoke in English basically the 
entire time we were there,” said Ver Mulm. 
“Sometimes the students would only know 
three words of English, but others would be 
able to have full conversations with us.”
 Though Ver Haar spent two months 
and Ver Mulm three months in China, 
they spent only three weeks with the TIP 
program itself. TIP students were divided 
into levels based on their fluency in English 
and assigned to a help session and a career 
club where they performed special projects.  
 Instructors with Ver Haar and Ver Mulm, 
ranged in age from 13-78.  “A couple came, 
and a mom and a son also taught,” said Ver 
Haar. “One instructor was legally blind. 
We definitely got to know a lot of different 
people.”
 TIP is a unique organization for China in 
that it doesn’t deny its religious intentions. 
“It is an openly Christian organization, 
meaning that the government knows it’s 
Christian-run,” said Ver Mulm. “But we can’t 
openly talk about our faith [since China 
disapproves of Christianity], so we had to 
show it through our lifestyle.”
 In some ways it worked, according to the 
girls. “We had some people ask us why we 
were so happy all the time,” said Ver Haar. 
“Then others would ask if we were really 
tired when we would close our eyes to pray.”
  “I learned that actions speak louder than 
words. People could see our faith through 
our actions,” she added.
 The living quarters were a bit of a change 
for the girls. Ver Mulm, Ver Haar, and 
fourteen other summertime instructors 
stayed in apartments at an extension of 
Peking University outside of Beijing. “We 
slept on plywood and a couple mattresses,” 
said Ver Haar.  
 Ver Mulm and Ver Haar had other 
culture shock moments too. “We had to 
use chopsticks all the time, either that or 
spoons,” said Ver Mulm. “Also, the Chinese 
have a different concept of personal space. If 
you were in line, and you weren’t pressed up 
against the next person, someone might cut 
in front of you.”
 While staying in China, Ver Haar and 
Ver Mulm also did some traveling. They 
visited the Great Wall of China and the 
Forbidden City two times each, and they 
frequented the open street markets.  
 After Ver Haar returned to the United 
States on July 22, Ver Mulm traveled to 
Sichuan, a city that had been devastated 
by the 8.0 magnitude earthquake in May. 
“Even in August, they were still experiencing 
aftershocks,” said Ver Mulm. Along with the 
nearly 600 tremors each day, Ver Mulm also 
experienced two substantial earthquakes. 
“We had to run out of the buildings because 
they were so unstable that they probably 
would’ve collapsed on us,” she said.
 Ver Mulm, along with a group of 
students from the Netherlands, taught at two 
elementary schools in Sichuan, one of which 
had 1,200 students and the other 200.  
 “[Because of the earthquake,] the 
students lived in housing tracts that were the 
size of a dining room,” said Ver Mulm. “They 
were basically dirt floors with Styrofoam 
walls.”
 Despite the destruction that surrounded 
them, the Sichuan residents were welcoming 
to Ver Mulm and the other English 
instructors. “The parents realized that they’d 
lost everything,” said Ver Mulm. “But you 
see kids who have hope for the future, and 
they want you to be there.”
 The young students were eager to learn. 
“These kids had grown up mostly with 
lecture-style teaching,” said Ver Mulm. 
“When we taught them English, we were 
able to give them more of a hands-on, one-
on-one learning experience.”
 Progress was cut short when a rainstorm 
swept across the area. “For part of the week, 
it rained and the school flooded,” said Ver 
Mulm. “So, I spent that time trying to clean 
up houses and trash.”
 Back in the United States and to Dordt, 
both girls remain in contact with friends 
they made while in China. “I still Facebook 
some of the girls that we met there,” said Ver 
Haar. “It’s pretty nice to be able to still talk to 
them, even though they’re so far away.”
 Ver Haar and Ver Mulm hope to one day 
return to China. “We’d like to go back and 
visit,” said Ver Haar. “We made friends all 
over China—in Shanghai, in Tibet. We could 
visit them and then maybe teach while we’re 
there.”
 The overall experience opened Ver Mulm 
and Ver Haar’s eyes to the world outside of 
the United States. “We got to be engaged in 
the culture while we were there,” said Ver 
Haar.  “You can’t read about stuff like that.”
A summer in China: So much 
more than the Olympics
Melissa Ver Haar (fourth from left) and Jaci Ver Mulm (third from right) taught English to Chinese students in Beijing and Sichuan this summer. After teaching in Sichuan, 










prize out of 
forty-one entries in the college 
division of the 2008 Iowa Poetry 
Association Contest. Her poem 




Dordt College ranked among the best in three separate 
categories in the 2009 America’s 
Best Colleges U.S. News & World 
Report(USN&WR) rankings.
 Dordt placed sixth this year 
on the Midwest region’s Best 
Baccalaureate Colleges list, with 
an overall score of 79. Tying 
for fourth/fifth places were 
Cedarville University (Ohio) 
and Northwestern College 
(Iowa), with overall scores of 80. 
Dordt College has been on the 
USN&WR best colleges listing 
since 1993, and this year marks 
the fifth time it has been among 
the top ten. 
● Dordt College was back 
again on the “Great Schools, 
Great Prices” top ten list, this 
year at number eight. USN&WR 
determines which colleges offer 
the best value in relation to 
academic quality by comparing 
their ranking with the average 
net cost of attendance.
● In a “Key Criteria in Judging 
Schools” top five list, Dordt 
College had the fifth highest 
graduation rate. USN&WR 
states, “This indicator of added 
value shows the effect of the 
college’s programs and policies 
on the graduation rate of 
students  If the actual graduation 
rate is higher than our predicted 




Vo i c e  4
Sally Jongsma
Clarinet players were characters from “Aladdin,” the trombones from “Lord of the Rings,” the second violins were 
Von Trapps, and the trumpets were all fair 
ladies from “My Fair Lady.”
 One hundred and ten instrumentalists 
packed the stage for the annual Pops Concert 
on September 19, only three weeks into the 
semester. The theme this year was “A Night 
at the Oscars,” and the B.J. Haan Auditorium 
was packed, with many seats filled with 
children.
 The Pops Concert has become a favorite 
over the years, and the musicality and 
entertainment were as good as ever this fall. 
 “It’s the one time of the year when 
members of the Concert Band, the Campus 
Band, and the Chamber Orchestra play 
together for three weeks,” says Dordt’s new 
band and orchestra conductor, Bradley 
Miedema. The three-week period helps 
enfold new members into the instrumental 
program more quickly, Miedema believes, 
and scheduling a performance early 
heightens their performance skills right from 
the start. 
 All agree that it is great fun. A committee 
of ten students began meeting with Miedema 
already last spring to decide on a theme. They 
continued work over the summer, with each 
student taking on responsibility for some 
detail of the event. 
 “The Pops Concert continues to get 
better every year—in musical polish, student 
creativity, and audience enthusiasm,” says Dr. 
Karen De Mol, chair of the department. The 
musical arrangements from movies ranging 
from Schindler’s List to The Lion King were 
performed with precision; the costumes were 
more elaborate than ever, and MCs Lee and 
Leah Rodde did a remarkable job of keeping 
the audience entertained.
 “We hope it helps people see that concerts 
are accessible so that they’ll come back to the 
other concerts we give throughout the year,” 
says Miedema, who began auditions for chair 
positions in the three ensembles the week 
after the concert.
Sarah Groneck
When KDCR 88.5 FM was started forty years ago, vinyl was all the rage and DJs worked midnight 
shifts to keep the studio running.
 “We originally had boxes of records in 
the studio,” said music director Jim Bolkema, 
who has worked at KDCR for twenty-three 
years.  
 The music selection at KDCR has also 
changed over the years.  The radio station 
used to play a mix of classical music and 
traditional hymns. In the 1990s they 
switched to purely Christian contemporary 
music in order to better please their 
audience.
 Forty years ago, KDCR’s studio was the 
size of an apartment.  
 “The building was so small that you 
had to be quiet when you walked through 
the door because someone was on air,” 
said Bolkema. Although no changes have 
been made to the facilities in many years, 
the studio today provides adequate and 
soundproof space for the range of tasks that 
need to be done.
 Other things have changed since the 
radio station broadcasted its first show forty 
years ago.  “We’ve since moved to CDs, and 
now everything is computer-based,” said 
Bolkema.
 KDCR still airs its own news briefs, with 
employees recording and playing the clips.
 With this year’s anniversary, KDCR 
staff and radio personalities will MC Dordt 
basketball and volleyball games on air and 
at the events.  To heighten awareness of its 
celebration, the staff already oversaw and 
cooked hot dogs and hamburgers for Dordt’s 
first varsity football game in September. 
 Former Dordt president B.J. Haan started 
KDCR to make Dordt more welcome in the 
Sioux Center community.  
 
“He had a vision of an opportunity to link 
the college to the community through 
communication,” said Bolkema.  “Colleges 
can often be set apart from the community, 
but KDCR gives Dordt a chance to be a part 
of Sioux Center.”
 With nearly half a century of experience, 
Bolkema said, KDCR has grown into a 
community emblem.
 “We have great hopes for the future,” he 
said.
Susan LeMahieu, from the clarinet section, shows off her costume as a genie from "Aladdin."
Pops Concert allows students to flex 
their creative and musical muscles
Jessica Assink
KDCR celebrates 40th year
Please send ______ copies of  the CD 
Praise to the Lord at $20 US per CD 
plus $5 US shipping to the address below.
Clip and send completed form to:
DORDT COLLEGE MUSIC DEPARTMENT
498 4th Avenue NE
Sioux Center, IA 51250




Please help choir members 
fund their tour to Europe next summer
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Jane Ver Steeg
What has six legs and a heart?The answer: three Dordt College students, whose heart for mission work on West Africa’s 
Ivory Coast has led them to use what they have (the ability 
to run) to raise what they don’t have (cash) to support a 
recent Dordt graduate who is doing agricultural mission 
work in his home country.
 The roommates, Justin Carruthers, Daniel Davis, 
and Jay Holmes, officially call themselves the Dea Lieu 
Marathon Support Group. They partnered to run the 26.2 
mile Siouxland Lewis and Clark Marathon on October 18 
in Sioux City. Their purpose is to demonstrate God’s love 
to the people served by Dea and his organization, The 
Association For The Fight Against Poverty. 









plans to go 
into youth 
ministry when 
he graduates. He said it was actually because he wasn’t into 
running that he decided it would be an appropriate sacrifice 
to train and participate in one to benefit mission work. 
 But not just any mission: “There are a lot of missions, 
but Dea’s ministry model is incredible,” says Davis, 
referring to his former classmate at Dordt. “Instead of 
just feeding people in his war-torn country, he’s actually 
teaching men to fish and equipping them to do it. He’s 
totally dedicated to this ministry.”
 “I see what he’s doing, and it’s inspiring to me,” adds 
Justin Carruthers, a junior pre-seminary student from 
Alberta, Canada. “Running has always been a passion of 
mine and supporting Dea’s ministry in this way has great 
personal significance.” 
 Dea Lieu fled from his home with a wife and five 
children in 2003, in the minutes following a bloody 
invasion by rebel troops. They spent four months in the 
jungle, after which his wife and children returned to the 
very unsettled city of Danané. Lieu could not yet return to 
his agricultural ministry job at his church, so he decided 
to seek additional training in agriculture and theology to 
prepare for “when things got better.”
 After making some contacts, Dea was offered free 
tuition to attend a junior college in Tennessee that had 
the combination of theology and agriculture courses he 
desired. While there, he began searching the Internet for a 
place to finish a four-year degree.
 “Dordt College was the only college I found that offered 
both an agriculture program and theology,” recalls Dea. 
He said the teaching was good, and “I learned more about 
some things I knew a little about, and I’ve learned about 
many things I knew nothing about.”
 After four years away from his family, Dea returned 
to the Ivory Coast in 2007 with his degree, eager to try 
to share what he’s learned with his community through 
agriculture ministry.
 Farming is difficult in Africa, where there is no 
machinery to clear and plant fields. Dea hopes to introduce 
new methods to help farmers – who can now barely 
feed themselves –  get better yields, allowing them to sell 
produce in the cities and better support themselves. He 
also plans to share better animal breeding methods with 
farmers, to help in macro-managing communities, and to 
minister to spiritual needs, helping farmers grow in their 
Christian faith. When farmers complete Dea’s program, 
they receive livestock and a loan to begin their own farm 
operation, so they can feed their families and eventually the 
community. 
 “I think as Christians we are called to help others,” says 
Jay Holmes, the third member of the Dea Lieu Marathon 
Support Group. “We don’t have an abundance of money 
and time, but we have our bodies and our health.” Holmes 
is a health, physical education, and recreation major from 
Phoenix, Arizona.
 The Dordt roommates who make up Team Dea trained 
regularly, running an average of forty-five miles a week. 
They hoped to be up to seventy miles a week by the day of 
the marathon, which took place October 18.
 To support this team effort, donors made per mile 
donations, or contributed during two Pizza Ranch tip 
nights in Sioux Center in October. 
Mike Byker
Five Dordt College athletes were honored this fall with athlete-of-the-week honors by the Great 
Plains Athletic Conference.  In a 13-team 
conference, these honors are difficult to 
come by and reflect strong play by the 
individual.
 Jen Kempers, a 
senior from Sioux 
Center, was named 





in cross country for 
her performance 
during the week of 
September 1.
 Kempers, a 2007 
NAIA Cross-Country All-American and 
two-time national meet qualifier, won 
the Dakota Wesleyan Invite on Friday, 
September 5, with a time of 18:35 at the 
Wild Oak Golf Course.  The race was a 
5,000 meter competition and was Kempers’ 
second win of the season, with her first 
coming in the 2.5 mile race hosted by Dordt 
on August 30.
 Jared Rempel, a senior from Chilliwack, 
British Columbia, 
was named the 
Great Plains Athletic 
Conference Golfer-
of-the-Week for his 
performance at the 
Briar Cliff Invite 
held on September 
22 and 23.  
 Rempel placed 
second overall with 
a two-round total 
of 145.  Rempel shot a 73 at the Dakota 
Dunes Country Club in North Sioux City, 
South Dakota, and then followed that with 
a round-two total of 72 at Green Valley in 
Sioux City, Iowa. Rempel’s play helped the 
Defenders to a first place finish in the event.
 Rempel is a two-time All-GPAC 
selection and was an NAIA Scholar-Athlete 
last season.  He is averaging a 75.2 score per 
round and will likely break Dordt’s record 
for career-scoring average at the conclusion 
of the season in the spring. Rempel was also 
an American Collegiate Hockey Association 
Division III All-Region and All-American 
in 2008.
 Kendra Potgeter, 
a sophomore from 
Byron Center, 
Michigan, and 
Dorinda Hibma, a 
sophomore from 
Sioux Center, earned 
weekly honors from 
the Great Plains 
Athletic Conference 
for their play from 
September 22 to 28.
 Potgeter earned the GPAC/Hauff Mid-
America Sports Volleyball Player-of-the-
Week honors after averaging 4.06 kills per 
set as the Defenders beat Briar Cliff, Kansas 
Wesleyan,  and #6 ranked Columbia.  The 
Defenders’ lone loss that week was a 3-2 
decision against #7 Bellevue.  The 6-2 
middle blocker was credited with 19 kills 
in the 3-1 win over Columbia and then put 
away another 21 in the loss to the Bellevue 
Bruins.  This was the second time this 
season Potgeter has won the weekly honor.
 Hibma took the GPAC/Hauff Mid-
America Sports Volleyball Libero-of-the-
Week honors after averaging 5.44 digs per 
set in the same four matches. Hibma had a 
match-high 26 digs against Columbia and 
matched that total in the loss to Bellevue.  
Hibma was also 96-102 passing on serve 
receptions and fired off six ace serves.  
 Kate Du Mez, a junior from Brookfield, 
Wisconsin, was named the Hauff 
MidAmerica Sports/Great Plains Athletic 
Conference Women’s Soccer Player-of-the-
Week for her play in two Dordt College 
wins between September 30 and October 4.  
 Du Mez was instrumental in wins over 
Northwestern and Dana as Dordt improved 
their conference record to 6-0 with the 
wins. In the 4-0 win over Northwestern, Du 
Mez knocked two in the back of the net. 
The midfielder followed that up with a goal 
and an assist in a 2-1 win over the Dana 
Vikings in a critical GPAC win on Saturday, 
October 4.  
 The women’s soccer team, under first-
year head coach Dave Schenk, got off to 
a hot start with a 7-0 GPAC record in the 
middle of October.  The Defenders had nine 
wins in a row since a season-opening loss 
to nationally-ranked Trinity College in late 
August. The 9-1 start for the Defenders is 
their best ten-game start in women’s soccer 










These Dordt College roommates are men with a mission: They’re running a marathon to raise funds for a former classmate who graduated last year 
and is doing ag mission work on West Africa’s Ivory Coast. Pictured are (from left) Justin Carruthers, Jay Holmes, and Daniel Davis. 
Jen Kempers
Jared Rempel






A gift from Lowell Andreas, whose family has a long 
history of support for the 
Reformed faith and for the 
vision upon which Dordt 
College is based, has led to the 
creation of the Andreas Center 
for Reformed Scholarship and 
Service. The Center’s motto is 
“expanding the development of 
serviceable insight around the 
world and across generations.”  
 “The Andreas Center is a 
coordinated effort to provide 
Reformed scholarship and 
service for a larger world,” says 
Director Hubert Krygsman. It 
is an administrative “hub” tying 
together efforts that show, apply, 
and develop Dordt’s Reformed 
Christian perspective.  One goal 
is to get faculty, students, and 
Dordt’s constituency engaged 
in contemporary global culture 
and the needs of its people.  
Another is to develop contacts 
with a broader world and, in the 
process, broaden Dordt’s service, 
learning, and presence in that 
world.
 After formalizing the 
agreement earlier this year, 
Krygsman and President Carl 
Zylstra met with Andreas at 
his Mankato, Minnesota, home 
in August to outline some of 
what they hope the center 
will accomplish. Andreas is 
a former president of Archer 
Daniels Midland and founder of 
National City Bank. 
 The Center for Educational 
Services will now be under the 
supervision of the Andreas 
Center as it tries to serve 
Christian schools and teachers. 
It is funding a teacher mentoring 
program begun this summer. 
It also provides support for the 
Prairie Grass Film Festival so 
that young filmmakers can learn 
to engage culture through film. 
Another budding project is 
support for collaborative efforts 
between Agriculture Professor 
Ron Vos and professors at 
Northrise University, a new 
Christian institution in Zambia.
 Other opportunities for 
consulting, doing Reformed 
scholarship, serving the 
community, and educating 
people off campus are being 
considered .   
 “All projects will highlight a 
biblical Reformed perspective 
offered in service to others,” says 
Krygsman, who has a reduced 
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Sally Jongsma
Professors and students are both working their way through new core courses this fall. But students 
often don’t realize the amount of work that 
goes into preparing and even revising such 
courses.
 Many of the faculty who are teaching 
these new courses spent three days together 
in May to coordinate their efforts so they 
could get a better sense of what each of them 
was doing and so they could make the core 
curriculum a more integrated program.
 “We wrestled deeply with a biblical, 
reformational understanding of the key 
themes that underlie our curriculum, asking 
who we are, how we are called to live, and 
how we relate to God’s creation,” says Core 
Program Director Hubert Krygsman. 
 “I had no idea that this is what faculty did 
during their summers, and that they actually 
debated and were so passionate about these 
issues. It was great. I learned a lot,” said a 
student observer at the workshop.
 The Core Camp, as it was called, raised 
many questions and didn’t result in all 
concrete answers, but some faculty described 
it as “what we need to spend more time on.”
 Education Professor Timothy Van Soelen 
described the workshop as an intellectually 
stimulating experience that helped him 
better understand what the CORE program 
is intended to accomplish within the 
Framework and Educational Task of Dordt 
College. “Specifically, Core Camp helped 
me to shape and mold the role Educational 
Psychology (my CORE course) plays in 
helping students understand the communal 
character of Christian life, being made in the 
image of God, and our response within the 
contexts of school, teaching, and learning.”
 The workshop was intended to do just 
that—jump-start summer preparation for 
faculty teaching the new and revised core 
courses that will meet new core program 
requirements adopted last year. The camp 
gave faculty some time to further develop 
those proposals, but, more importantly, 
it gave them time to think about how to 
better express the key themes that underlie 
the curriculum in their own courses. It also 
provided time for members in a department 
to think together and provided time for 
all to share effective teaching strategies for 
communicating these ideas.
 “Discussions were wide-ranging, covering 
topics that are important to who we are as 
a Christian institution,” says Krygsman. 
Participants asked themselves: What do we 
mean by image of God? What does it mean to 
teach Christianly? What are our expectations 
of faculty and students at this Christian 
institution? 
 “When we talked about these ideas, it was 
obvious that we come at them differently,” 
says Krygsman. “Image of God” for some 
people has a more psychological quality. 
For some it carries a sense that humans 
as image bearers have abused their role of 
having dominion over creation; for some 
it is described as carrying out the cultural 
mandate of developing God’s rule in creation.
 “It’s important to hear different views 
to see that there are many dimensions 
to every topic and that teaching, even in 
our discipline courses, must reflect the 
complexity of creation,” says Krygsman. 
“We have a tendency to live in disciplinary 
boxes, thinking and reading in a specialized 
way. Broader discussions help faculty see 
that disciplines are abstractions that serve 
a purpose, but real life isn’t carved into 
abstractions.”
 A second goal of the workshop was to 
find good ways to build assessment into the 
courses. Discussions included asking such 
questions as how to assess in a way that 
reflects Dordt’s priorities and vision, how 
assessment respects students as image-bearers 
of God, and to what extent assessment 
reflects student satisfaction or regurgitation 
and to what extent it reflects growth and 
development.
 The camp accomplished its goals, 
but it also did more: it built community 
among participants. The three days gave 
an opportunity for newer faculty to think 
through ideas with others who have been 
here longer; it allowed faculty with different 
expertise to exchange ideas; and it gave those 
with contrasting views an opportunity to 
communicate passionately, knowing they 
were committed to the same goals.
 With the semester in full swing, 
opportunities to carry on these discussions 
are sometimes hard to find, but the Core 
Program committee intends to find ways 
to do so. They expect to hold similar Core 
Camps in the future, pulling other faculty, 
administrators, and student services staff into 
these discussions as they continue to find new 
ways to offer a rich and integrated curricular 
program. Possibilities include planning 
faculty-wide discussions on themes such 
as “How do we live as and teach to image-
bearers?” “How do we use the Bible across 
the disciplines?” “How do we understand 
the inter-relationships between humans 
and creation?” Departments could also lead 
conversations on such topics as “What biblical 
insight do we offer in bio-chemistry—or 
sport or music or digital media?” “How do we 
teach business for justice and stewardship?” 
or “Why does teaching a Christian approach 
to history matter to other programs?”
 Whatever lies ahead, most participants 
agree with Dr. Robb De Haan, who teaches 
environmental studies, that the cross-
disciplinary interaction was spirited, healthy, 
and insightful.
Core Camp jump-starts 
Core Program planning
Like every other Dordt College professor, Computer Science Professor Nick Breems is responsible for helping students think about who they are, how they are called to 
live, and how they relate to God's creation.  
Tim Van Soelen Hubert Krygsman
Sarah Groneck
Studying abroad while in college is as popular as ever, and two new programs are giving Dordt students more choices 
as to where to study.
 The Nicaraguan Studies Program and Gen 
255: Korean Culture through Religion and 
Music began this year.
 “It is exciting to have our own semester 
abroad,” said foreign languages professor 
Socorro Woodbury about the Nicaraguan 
Studies Program. “It’s the first in Latin 
America that is a semester long, and it’s 
Dordt’s own program.”
 The Nicaraguan Studies Program was 
the brainchild of Dr. Rockne McCarthy, 
former Vice President for Academic Affairs. 
Corinne Hentges, coordinator of off-campus 
programs and community-based learning, 
and Woodbury helped dream up and set up 
the program. 
  Separately or as a group, Woodbury, 
McCarthy, and Hentges traveled to Nicaragua 
three times in preparation for the program. 
They hand-picked instructors for the 
program and also selected the textbooks 
that students would use during the semester. 
They also worked out a partnership between 
the Nicaraguan Studies Program and the 
Nehemiah Center for Transformational 
Development, a Nicaraguan-based 
organization that strives to train leaders and 
help the surrounding community grow closer 
to God. Students spend much of their time 
at the Nehemiah Center, working with locals 
and becoming more in tune with God’s plan 
for their lives.
 “We have students in agriculture, Spanish, 
and ESL teachers down there right now,” said 
Woodbury.  
 The seven students in this fall’s inaugural 
semester live with host families in Leon, 
a town located two hours from the capital 
city of Managua. They are taking courses 
such as Nicaraguan Culture and Society or 
Worldview and Societal Transformation, and 
all are required to take a Spanish course.
 “I know that some of them were frustrated 
initially with having to speak Spanish all the 
time,” said Woodbury.  “But now that the 
semester is in full swing, they seem to be 
enjoying it more.”
 Besides studying and working with local 
residents, students will visit Costa Rica and 
Honduras during their semester. They are 
also spending time in Managua and will be 
doing much sight-seeing.
 Woodbury hopes to open the program to 
students from other colleges as well.  
 The second new program this year, 
Korean Culture through Religion and 
Music, sent three Dordt students to the 
capital city of Seoul.
 “It took a long time to get this program 
running,” said Theology Professor Jay Shim. 
“It was the first time that Dordt has done a 
summer program like this.”
 Three Dordt students, seniors Elizabeth 
Walters and Troy Leusink and junior Jake 
Kloet, were joined by three Northwestern 
College students.
 Through the program, students attended 
two universities in Korea: Chong-Sin 
University in Seoul, the capitol city of 
Korea, and Kosin University in Busan, the 
southernmost part of Korea.
 The North American students spent the 
three weeks at Chong-Sin University living, 
working, and eating with Chong-Sin students. 
Interacting with the students allowed the 
Dordt and Northwestern students to learn 
some Korean and the Chong-Sin students to 
practice their English skills.
 “By the end they were talking and giggling 
everywhere,” mused Shim. “We once got 
yelled at on the subway because they were 
being so loud.”
 One of the most interesting experiences 
that the students had was when they stayed 
at a Buddhist temple for Temple’s Day. 
“We woke up at 3:30 in the morning to do 
meditations,” he said. “If you fell asleep, then 
a Buddhist monk would hit you with a soft 
bamboo stick. Most of the students got hit on 
the head two or three times.," Shim said.
 Both of these programs fulfill Dordt’s 
cross cultural graduation requirement, and 
both give students unique opportunities to 
see and experience another part of God’s 
world. 
Students see God's world through the 
eyes of Nicaraguans and Koreans
Dordt College students not only had the opportunity to interact with Korean students, eat Korean food, and 
learn about Korean history and culture, they also got to dress in traditional Korean garb.
Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas: 
Faculty Positions
Agriculture/Ag Business—opportunities for both teaching and departmental 
outreach in agricultural economics, agri-business, and/or contemporary agricultural 
practices
Biology—teach botanical sciences and microbiology, supporting programs in 
agriculture, biology, and environmental studies; a second possible position in human 
biology for the health sciences
English—teach journalism and courses in business and technical writing, college 
composition, developmental writing, screenwriting, or poetry  
Education—teach selected education courses at the undergraduate and/or graduate 
level
Engineering—teach electrical, mechanical, structural, and/or general engineering 
courses
History—teach course offerings in history department.  Candidates with other 
flexible teaching capabilities (sociology, philosophy, and/or political studies) are 
particularly encouraged to apply
Sociology/Criminal Justice—teach undergraduate courses, both introductory, 
advanced, and special topics
Administrative Leadership Position
Athletic Director—provide leadership for all college inter-collegiate athletic 
programs
Position Openings
To learn more about a position and receive 
application materials, qualified persons 
committed to a Reformed, biblical perspective 
and educational philosophy are encouraged to 
send a letter of interest and curriculum vita/
resume to:
Dr. Erik Hoekstra, Provost
Dordt College
498 4th Avenue NE   




Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution 
that strongly encourages the applications of women, 
minorities, and disabled persons.
D O R D T  C O L L E G E
Discovery Days 
held at Dordt 
College
Dordt Discovery Days brought 182 junior high 
students to the campus of Dordt 
College for the academic camp 
held from June 23 to 27.  This 
year’s theme was “Beat the 
Blues.” The week-long event is 
offered annually for students 
who have completed sixth, 
seventh, or eighth grade, with 
most classes taught by Dordt 
College professors or alumni. 
Participants are invited to stay in 
college housing. 
 Discovery Day participants 
chose from a variety of classes in 
music, theater, art, sports, and 
other interests. This year’s camp 
offered twenty-seven classes, 
with new offerings including 
Digital Scrapbooking, Design 
on a Dime, Down on the Farm, 
Geocaching, Nursing, Sign 
Language, and Time Travel.
 Participants came from 
Iowa, Minnesota, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Missouri, Illinois, 
Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin, 
Wyoming, Montana, Colorado, 
California, and South Carolina.
 Sixth through eighth 
graders interested in attending 
next year’s Discovery Days 
should call coordinator Dianne 
DeWit at (712) 722-6029 or 




Rev. Mark Verbruggen led devotions 
with the 182 Discovery Days campers 
each morning at 9:00 a.m.
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Agriculture
Maria Verburg, a senior from Vergennes, Vermont, is comparing the net energy produced in a rotational system with underseeded 
legumes with that produced in a continuous corn system. She worked 
with Dr. Chris Goedhart on a project to be funded by the USDA SARE 
(Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education) program. Four 
treatments were replicated three times in side-by-side plots. Twelve test 
plots were replicated and planted side-by-side. Although the bulk of 
the work will happen this fall following the harvest, Verburg collected 
planting and growing data comparing the amount of energy produced 
and used for each of the test plots. Verburg also tested for variables 
such as organic matter, nitrate-nitrogen concentrations, and plant 
chlorophyll content. 
 She will continue to analyze the data this fall, but the summer 
work gave her a good opportunity to think about a wide range of 
factors that go into research. “What’s important from such a study?” 
asks Goedhart. “Farmers make decisions using competing paradigms. 
Choices can be based on profitability, net energy produced, or on 
measures of sustainability. A study like ours can provide information 
allowing farmers to prioritize their cropping 
decisions based on comparative data seen 
through the lens of each paradigm.” 
 Verburg says this was her best 
summer job so far. 
 “The opportunity to work with 
this research project was really 
exciting. Knowing I was a part of 
advancing and promoting sustainable 
agriculture was a real draw for me. I 
love the ag department, and knew I 
would enjoy working for them.”
Engineering
Jeremy Westra, Danielle Kelderman, and Andrew Tacoma helped refine a small scale process for producing ethanol from sweet 
sorghum. The three served as assistants for Dr. Ethan Brue’s project 
funded by the Iowa Energy Center to design a system that could be 
used on a family farm to produce ethanol for its own use. Last year 
senior engineers designed equipment for the fermentation process that 
needs to occur in order to turn the biomass to ethanol. This summer’s 
students did further testing of the equipment and modified it so that 
it would perform better. They also developed a computer interface to 
control distillation of the alcohol.
 “They often worked without my assistance, solving problems 
together,” says Brue of the value of working as a group. The students 
also monitored and tested the sorghum plot to gather growing 
information, because an important part of the process is knowing 
when to harvest the crop so that it has the right sugar content. They 
occasionallly even weeded sorghum 
together. “It was a good time to get 
to know one another better,” says 
Brue.
 The Iowa Energy Center 
project will be completed 
this year, but Brue says 
his students could do 
worthwhile research 
on related projects for 
years to come. He is 
committed to projects 
like this that generate 




like the relationship 
between food and 
fuel.
Physics
Justin Krosschell and Jon Trueblood spent their summer researching outer space under a subcontract grant from the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). They studied how the 
jet stream in the polar vortices develops and how gases respond to the 
movement. The study has implications for ozone depletion. 
 Working with Dr. Doug Allen, Krosschell drew on his combined 
engineering and physics majors to write software to read and filter 
satellite data on the movement of air in the stratosphere. In the 
process, he learned how the equipment limited the data collection and 
began to understand the technical process of using satellites to study 
the atmosphere. 
 Trueblood, who is interested in meteorology, studied computer 
animations of air flow patterns in the atmosphere.
 “Jon spent three weeks on one problem and then found he had 
been scooped when a paper was published on the same problem. But 
that is what research is like,” says Allen. He shifted gears and looked in 
another direction.
 “As we worked together, I saw that they had 
different strengths and interests and nudged them in 
directions that would build on those strengths,” says 
Allen. It was a wonderful and surprising realization 
for him as a teacher.
 Monique Lieuwen and Matt Vande Burgt’s 
research with Allen, funded through a private 
donor, focused on how the variation in the sun’s 
output changes in time. They studied what are 
known as eleven-year cycles.
 “Understanding these eleven-
year cycles has big implications 
for understanding climate,” says 
Allen. Although the two did 
not find anything particularly 
remarkable this summer, 
they were able to quantify 
variations in the sun’s intensity.
Biology
Melissa Kroll pushed further into research that Dordt biology students have been doing on the Cux1 protein which plays 
a role in kidney development and disease. Since 2001, students of 
Dr. Tony Jelsma have worked in cooperation with Dr. Greg Vanden 
Heuvel’s (ex’83) lab at the University of Kansas Medical Center to learn 
more about the Cux1 protein. In a Histology class at Dordt College, 
this protein was also found in the testes.  Kroll studied patterns of 
expression in the cells in which the protein was found and noted at 
what stage in sperm development they occurred. By using new digital 
photography equipment, Kroll was able to count more carefully the 
number of cells found and better analyze her findings. Jelsma has 
begun writing a paper, with Kroll and other former Dordt students as 
collaborators, reporting on their original research.
 “Because of our teaching loads, we couldn’t do this kind of ongoing 
original research without collaborating with a lab like Dr. Vanden 
Heuvel’s,” says Jelsma.
 “I would recommend summer research to 
others. It’s a great way to meet people and a great 
way to get to know the professors. It helped me 
decide whether I wanted to do research as a job 
or not,” says Kroll. 
Chemistry
Michael Olthoff jumped into the third year of Dr. Ed Geels’ research on finding a way to raise honey bees without the use 
of toxic chemicals. Bees around the country have been dying, and 
beekeepers are having to use stronger and stronger chemicals to kill 
parasites that introduce bacterial and viral diseases into hives. Geels’ 
twenty hives have up to 80,000 small cell bees each, bees that are 
slightly smaller than today’s bees that have been bred to be larger in 
hopes they will produce more honey. Geels’ bees show little evidence 
of the mites that are killing millions of bees across the country. Olthoff 
checked the hives carefully, looking for signs of disease and mites. 
 A major advance in the project came with the decision to replace 
all of the frames in the hives with food-grade plastic small cell frames 
so that large cell bees cannot come in and expand the wax cells and 
take over the hives. This change also keeps down the number of drones 
in a hive; drones tend to be infected with parasites more easily. Geels 
and his student assistants have also found that small cell bees have a 
shorter life cycle, allowing them to mature before the mites typically 
infest the cells, and that they seem to sense the presence of parasites, 
dragging them outside the hive.
 David Christiansen and Rachel Antvelink participated in the 
continuation of another NPURC chemistry research project. Dr. Carl 
Fictorie has been trying to develop biomass-based catalysts for making 
biodiesel fuel. Last summer’s student research ended 
with some evidence that he could use charcoal 
rather than sulfuric acid and modify it to serve 
as such a catalyst. This summer Christiansen 
and Antvelink built a reaction vessel to make 
charcoal from corn stover—the non-kernel 
parts of the corn. Although it is not yet 
at a level of what commercial biodiesel 
production would need, they had 
some positive results. Fictorie enjoys 
looking for relatively simple systems 
that can be used effectively and 
that make stewardly use of locally 
available resources.
C E N T E R  P I E C E
Research is “Kingdom” Work
Sally Jongsma
A dozen students spent their summer working with a half-dozen of their professors on projects involving weather patterns, sweet sorghum 
ethanol, the Cux1 protein, honey bees, a 
biomass catalyst for biodiesel fuel, and energy 
use in different methods of farming.
 “I wanted to get a feel for what working 
in the world of physics was actually like and, 
at the same time, get good experience for the 
future,” says sophomore Matt Vande Burgt 
from Salem, Oregon. Vande Burgt did solar 
research with Dr. Doug Allen, who teaches 
physics.
 Allen, who had four students working 
with him this summer, says the reason 
he does research and makes research 
opportunities available to students is so they 
can explore God’s world. 
 “So many problems students learn about 
are already solved,” he says of classroom 
reading and laboratory experiments. “What 
happens when you don’t have the answer?”
 Dr. Tony Jelsma, a professor of biology, 
calls research “kingdom work,” because 
it allows students to discover creation. “It 
allows students to do science rather than 
learn about science,” he adds. It also gives 
them an opportunity think about how doing 
scientific research might fit with their calling. 
 Allen notes that some students seem 
“wired” to ask further questions and go 
beyond what the book tells them. The best 
way for them to do that is by conducting 
real research into aspects of creation that 
have not been discovered. Faculty advisors 
give students the guidance they need to 
come up with good research ideas, frame 
the problems, and ask the right questions. 
From there, students take the lead and get 
to work. As a faculty supervisor, Allen says 
his challenge is to find research projects 
for students that haven’t been researched 
to death yet will be of interest to them and 
others. 
 Dr. Ethan Brue, who teaches engineering, 
notes another guideline for the research he 
wants his students to pursue: their projects 
should reflect who they are as Christians. 
As an engineer, one of the things he is 
concerned about is energy stewardship and 
sustainability. His project on turning sweet 
sorghum to ethanol on a small farm scale 
grew out of that perspective.
 “I wanted to be a part of Dr. Brue’s 
research project because I like the goal—an 
alternative for ethanol production that fits 
into a sustainable agriculture system. It is 
good for both the environment and small 
farmers, two issues that interest me and 
my work,” says Jeremy Westra, a senior 
engineering major from Mount Vernon, 
Washington.
 “Creation is complex,” adds Dr. Ed 
Geels, who teaches chemistry. Seeing how 
God created things helps students see how 
interrelated they are. Research done from 
that perspective can help them find good 
solutions to problems in the world.
 Research also has very practical benefits 
for students. “It’s good preparation for 
graduate school,” says Dr. Chris Goedhart, 
who teaches agriculture. Jelsma adds that 
medical schools are putting more and 
more emphasis on undergraduate research 
experience when they admit students to their 
programs. And it can help confirm career 
choices or career directions for students.
To make the summer research efforts as 
valuable and enjoyable as possible, Allen 
and Jelsma organized morning coffees that 
brought students together to share what 
they were doing in their separate labs. These 
gatherings became times for encouraging 
each other when things were slow. Research 
demands long stretches of time, and it can be 
tedious.
 “I learned that doing research about 
the creation can be fast and productive one 
day but slow and frustrating the next,” says 
Vande Burgt.
 “I enjoy researching, but I miss people 
while researching,” says Melissa Kroll, a 
senior biology major from Sioux Center. 
Both enjoyed the morning coffees and also 
the weekly seminars that were scheduled 
on Fridays over pizza. Students and faculty 
in the natural science division gave short 
presentations on research they were engaged 
in.
 “It was a good way to get to know other 
students working in the science building 
and to interact with the professors in a more 
relaxed setting,” says Danielle Kelderman, a 
junior engineering major from Rock Valley, 
Iowa.  
 “The coffee times forced us to take a 
break from thinking about the problem at 
hand and come back to our work with a fresh 
perspective. We could also hear about what 
other people were doing, and what they were 
struggling with at that moment,” adds Vande 
Burgt. 
 Although the summer research was 
invaluable for students, it benefitted faculty, 
too. All agree that keeping current in their 
fields is important. 
 “As teachers, faculty need to keep learning 
all the time,” says Jelsma. “It’s crucial to be 
doing either research or writing during the 
summer to do our jobs well.” Brue notes that 
having good student assistants is essential 
if faculty at teaching colleges, who carry a 
heavier course load than those at research 
institutions, are to engage in research. But it 
takes time to teach students precise research 
techniques before they can be truly helpful 
and move ahead on their own.
 Brue, who is in the second year of his 
current project, says he wouldn’t be able to 
get the work done on his project for the Iowa 
Energy Center without his students. They in 
turn gain confidence through the work, as 
well as practice in presenting their results to 
others. 
 Agriculture major Maria Verburg sums 
up the experience as other students might: “I 
learned about the nature of research: that it’s 
not just cut and paste, black and white, but it 
involves making mistakes, malfunctioning 
equipment, and trying again. It also involves 
monotonous hours in the lab doing the 
same thing over and over. However, it was 
a rewarding experience. When you finish 
recording data and are able to get a big, 
overall picture, the hours spent in lab were 
worth it.”
A casual visitor might not have noticed that the science building was abuzz with activity this summer. But it was—and it wasn’t just with honey bee research.






Matt Vande Burgt shows Danielle Kelderman one of the telescopes available to Dordt College students who are 
studying astronomy.
F A C U L T Y  P R O F I L E
Sally Jongsma
Like many before him, Dr. Duane Bajema feels some discomfort about receiving the John Calvin Award.
 “What we do here is the work of a 
community of committed people, not the 
work of any individual person,” he says. 
The John Calvin Award is a privately-
funded award presented annually to a 
faculty member. It’s goal is to recognize 
commitment to teaching from a Calvinistic 
perspective and for developing and 
transmitting reformational insight in a 
discipline.
 Since the award is offered in memory of 
H. Henry Meeter, Bajema decided to reread 
Meeter’s book The Basic Ideas of Calvinism 
this summer. Even though he has been 
steeped in and surrounded by that vision, he 
says it was good to step back and reflect on 
how God’s sovereignty extends to everything 
around us—even those things we don’t 
understand. Quoting a recent comment by 
a colleague, he says, “A classroom is a ‘holy 
place’ where we help students understand 
how believing in God’s sovereignty affects 
how we live.” As a professor of agriculture, 
he needs to make that concrete for his 
students.
 “We start with God as a sovereign 
creator,” he says, but adds that he, his 
students, and people in agriculture are 
called to think specifically about how they 
demonstrate gratitude and obedience to 
God so that our daily activities in agriculture 
bring honor and glory to God.
 Profitability and efficiency are important 
if we are to feed ourselves and the world, 
he believes, but the number one priority 
is to honor God. People do that by caring 
for God’s creatures and creation in a 
way that reflects his care for his creation 
as a place where his creatures can live 
healthy lives. That means being concerned 
with the conditions in which animals 
live—temperature, humidity, dust, gases, 
cleanliness, and it means making sure that 
the land will continue to provide for future 
generations as it has provided for us.
 “It’s easy for us to divorce our practice 
from our beliefs,” Bajema says. As they study 
such things as nutrition, reproduction, 
and management practices, he asks his 
students to answer the question “Who am 
I?” “Who do I serve?” and “How do I serve 
in agriculture?” Bajema believes farmers 
can serve God on both a 10,000-cow dairy 
and a thirty-cow dairy, but he challenges his 
students to ask those questions so that their 
faith will guide their actions each step of the 
way.
 “Being on the ‘cutting edge’ and serving 
God need not be in opposition to one 
another,” he says. He urges his students 
to continue to talk with other Christians 
in agriculture once they leave college, to 
challenge each other and learn from each 
other as the Holy Spirit works through them. 
 Bajema sees himself as being as much a 
coach as a teacher. “I want to help students 
develop as whole people,” he says. “Teaching 
has to be more than telling; it only sticks 
if they can make it their own.” He tries to 
make sure there are opportunities for that to 
happen.
 Bajema has been teaching agriculture 
at Dordt College since 1977. In addition to 
teaching courses in animal science, farm 
safety, swine science, ag marketing, and 
overseeing senior research projects, he is 
serving as interim division dean for half of 
the natural science division this year, while 
Dr. Charles Adams continues to recover 
from a serious automobile accident. 
Bajema receives John Calvin Award
S T U D E N T  P R O F I L E
Sarah Groneck
Laura MacMillan, a senior elementary education major, is a self-proclaimed environmentalist.
 “I would never have defined myself as that 
before, but I’ve realized that I am,” she said.  
“I don’t like to see things wasted. I like being 
active and being outside.”
 Her love for nature is one of the reasons 
she and two Dordt graduates founded the 
Creation Care Club, a sister organization of 
Justice Matters Club that was started last year. 
 “We are a club that tries to help people 
make environmentally conscious decisions,” 
said Laura. “We are all about activism and 
also creation awareness.”
 Having grown up in Elmhurst, Illinois, 
an affluent suburb just north of Chicago, 
Laura feels obligated to give back to her 
community and to the world. “I’m driven by 
my convictions,” she said. “I almost feel guilty 
that I’ve been given so much in my life. I feel 
obligated to give back to the community and 
to others for that reason.”
 One of the ways that Laura strives to 
give back is through recycling, from plastic 
bottles to boxes. “It is huge for me,” she said. 
“Reducing, reusing, and recycling may just be 
a quip, but I do try to live by it.”
 Recycling has rubbed off on her friends 
and family too. “Some of my roommates last 
year would get upset because a lot the things 
I do [to recycle] are far from convenient,” she 
said. “But, some of them call me up now and 
are like, ‘Laura, you should be so proud of me 
because I’m recycling now, too!’”
  Outside of recycling, Laura tries to use 
her resources to the best of her ability. “I’m 
constantly learning new things about being 
a good steward,” she said. “For example, 
I just found this new toothbrush that has 
replaceable bristles so that you don’t have to 
throw your toothbrush away so often. There’s 
just a different way to do things.”
 Laura is very active on campus; she is a 
member of clubs such as Justice Matters and 
Students Without Borders, has a small role in 
the upcoming musical Urinetown, and works 
as a teacher’s assistant for Core 300.  
 One of Laura’s goals is to see Dordt 
students become more involved with the 
Sioux Center community. “I think it’s 
important for students to be involved in 
church life and in the community,” she said. 
“I teach an adult Sunday school class at Faith 
CRC in town. It’s humbling sometimes, but 
I feel like I’ve grown a lot from it. I’d like to 





as much as 
teaching
April Hubbard loves going to school. That’s a good 













taking classes toward her Master 
of Fine Arts. The program has 
been possible thanks to a leave 
from Dordt—and her husband, 
she says.
 Hubbard earned her M.F.A. 
in theater direction from the 
University of South Dakota this 
past spring.
 “It’s delightfully challenging 
to be a student after you’ve 
begun teaching,” she says. 
“It makes you more aware of 
mistakes you make as a teacher. 
It also helps you be more 
understanding of students in 
your classes.”
 Hubbard’s program allowed 
her to go more deeply into the 
practice of her discipline. In 
addition to courses in directing, 
she took classes in acting, 
movement, play writing, and 
even stage fighting. For her 
degree project, she directed 
The Winter’s Tale, last year’s fall 
mainstage production at Dordt.  
Part of the requirement was to 
do lengthy script analysis of the 
play.
 The program’s focus on script 
analysis is one that she believes 
will make her a better director. 
“Although it is a lengthy process, 
it sharpens your understanding 
of the play. It helps you know 
what to stress in each scene and 
not get distracted by ideas that 
may lead in another direction,” 
she says.
 Hubbard notes that in 
addition to being better prepared 
to direct plays and to teach a 
wider range of theater courses, 
she has gained a greater respect 
for the art of acting.
 “It’s an incredibly demanding 
and emotionally draining job,” 
she says. She will also bring that 





 Senior Laura MacMillan  plans to take her passion for reducing, recycling, and reusing to her elementary class-
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Transitions 
 Bethany Schuttinga (’97 ) is Associate 
Provost for Co-Curricular Programs.
 Robert Wiersma (‘87) is Interim Career 
Services Director. 
 Linsay (Carlson) Vladimirov is Campus 
Ministries Coordinator.
 Robert Taylor (‘99) is Interim Director of 
Resident Life.
 Todd Montsma is assistant to campus 
Technical Director Ryan Donahoe.
 Sandy Reitsma (’84) is the instructional 
technology assistant.
 Missy Mulder (’98) is a music department 
secretary and the new Northwest Iowa 
Symphony Orchestra secretary.
New administrative staff
 Lyle Huisman (’81) is the new Special Gifts 
Officer in the Advancement Office.
 Dave Schenk (’88) coaches men’s and 
women’s soccer and is Assistant Sports 
Information Director.  
 Jeanette Bauer is student accounts manager 
in the business office. 
 Mary De Young is the part-time Clinical 
Outreach Coordinator for the Nursing 
Department.  
 Tim Covey (’01) is an admissions counselor 
and softball coach.
 Steve Hickox (’08) is an admissions 
counselor.
 Steve Bogaard is the natural science 
laboratory coordinator. 
 Chris DeJong is one of two Learning 
Community Area Coordinators. 
 Sita Riblet (’03) is one of two Learning 
Community Area Coordinators.
 Aaron and Susan Yoder are caretakers of the 
Alumni House.
 Ruth Clousing is coordinator of the 
Academic Skills Center.
New faculty at Dordt College for 2008-2009 are (front, from left) Justin Vander Werff, Namsuk Choi, Bradley Miedema, Tim Klein, (row two) Dale Zevenbergen, Jessica 
Clevering, Gwen Marra, Sharon Rosenboom, Matthew Drissell, (back row) Brian Hoekstra, Tim Rylaarsdam, Laremy De Vries, David Zwart, and Howard Schaap. 
F A C U L T Y  N E W S
 Nursing Professor Pam Hulstein was 
awarded a scholarship from the Iowa Nurse’s 








at a Gala during 
the Iowa Nurse’s 
Foundation/Iowa 
Nurses Association 
2008 Joint Convention and Annual Meeting.
 History Professor David Zwart presented 
a paper titled “Preparing World History 
Teachers” at the Conference on Faith and 
History at Bluffton University in Bluffton, 
Ohio, from September 18-20, 2008.
 Dr. Sherri Lantinga, professor of 
psychology and dean of the social science 
division, wrote a chapter published in the 
new book Teaching Critical Thinking in 
Psychology. The chapter is titled “Introducing 
Controversial Issues in Psychology through 
Debate and Reflection.”
 From May 23-29, Dr. Tony Jelsma, 
professor of biology; Chaplain Rod Gorter; 
Dean of Operations, Dr. Curtis Taylor; and 
Dr. Mary Dengler, professor of English, 
traveled to Busan, South Korea, for the 
first faculty seminar of Kosin University 
and Dordt College. The goal was to bring 
the two institutions together for a better 
understanding of each other’s cultures, to 
develop the friendship between the various 
members, and to exchange ideas on Christian 
education. Dengler presented a paper on 
literary criticism—“An Emptiness About 
the Heart of Life: A Christian Hermeneutic 
Reading of Woolf ’s Mrs. Dalloway and 
Cunningham’s The Hours.”  Jelsma’s talk was 
titled “Shalom in Biology.” The week included 
discussions about a Reformed approach to 
literature and science, spiritual aspects of the 
sister institutions, the future of the student-
exchange program, and the history and 
culture of Korea. 
 Dr. James C. Schaap spoke at a conference 
titled “The Dutch-American Experience in 
Wisconsin: 1840-present,” sponsored by the 
Sheboygan County Historical Research Center 
on September 26. More than 250 registered 
participants listened to Schaap talk about 
“Growing up Dutch Calvinist in Sheboygan 
County.” 
 Schaap’s newest book, Sixty at Sixty: a 
Boomer Reflects on the Psalms is a book of 
devotionals, personal observations from 
Schaap’s sixty years of life, which tie into 
responses penned by psalmists. Sixty at 
Sixty is available locally at the Dordt College 
Bookstore (www.dordt.edu/bookstore), and 
from the website of the publisher.
  Dr. Namsuk Choi, a new professor of 
economics, completed his doctoral degree 
this summer 
prior to arriving 
on campus. He 
successfully defended 
his dissertation at 
the University of 
Colorado at Boulder 
in June. His Ph.D. 
dissertation titled 
“Three Essays on 
Trade, Human 
Capital and Learning 
by Doing” focuses on the quality of human 
capital, foreign trade-induced learning by 
doing, and structural transformation. In the 
series of three papers, Choi says he investigates 
whether the patterns of foreign direct 
investment are influenced by quality measures 
of human capital, explores how trade-induced 
components of learning by doing can affect 
foreign trade, and examines the liberalization 
of foreign trade and its consequence on the 
process of structural transformation in export.
 Dr. Craig Heynen, a professor in the 
health, physical education, and recreation 
department, has an 
article in Strategies, 
a peer-reviewed 
journal of the 
National Association 
of Sport and 
Physical Education. 
Heynen’s article titled 
“Viewing and Visual 
Representation in the 
Physical Education 
Classroom” discusses 
strategies for using technology, graphic 
organizers, and various other ways to use 
words and literature in a physical education 
classroom setting.
 Dr. Leah Zuidema was notified this 
spring that she was one of three professors 
given The Promising Researcher Award by 
the National Council of Teachers of English. 
The competitive award goes to early-career 
researchers and is based on studies related to 
the teaching of English. For the competition, 
Zuidema had to submit an article-length 
manuscript based on her research. Her 
manuscript, “Give ‘Em Some Space: Online 
Induction Networks for Beginning Teachers,” 
was based on her dissertation research. She 
will present her research at the opening 
session of the Day of Research at the NCTE 




Engineering Professor Charles Adams and Education 
























August. Pam is once again 
driving and spends much of her 
time helping care for Charles, 
who is relearning to walk with 
the help of regular therapy. Both 
are on leave this semester. Pam 
and Charlie express thanks to 
the community for their support 
and hope to be back in the 
classroom next year. Pam says, 
“Thanks to our God who has 
provided all that we need.”













had metastasized to her brain, 
forming two tumors. One was 
removed surgically, the other 
presented too great a risk to her 
eyes to remove, and has been 
treated with radiation. Bosma 
was back in the classroom 
two weeks after the surgery to 
remove the tumor and by late 
September was edging back up 
to her full teaching load.
 “I’m so thankful for my 
Dordt colleagues and the 
support they’ve given,” she says. 
“I love my work and appreciate 
so much their willingness to 
cover my courses through this. 
Students have been so wonderful 
and encouraging, helping give 
me the strength to push on.”
Campus
Capsules






A L U M N IF A C U L T Y  N E W S
 Dr. Ron Vos, professor of agriculture, 











was titled “New 
Hope for Africa.” 
Sara Top, a 2008 graduate, gave a poster 
presentation at the same conference. 
Titled “Corn Rootworm Trials, 2006 and 
2007,” the poster summarized research 
she had done with Vos and Dr. Chris 
Goedhart.
 Vos also gave a paper at the 2008 
Transformational Development 
Conference, held at George Fox 
University in August. The title was 
“Theocentric Holistic Agriculture for Sub-
Saharan Africa.”
 Dr. Karen DeMol, professor of 
music, is one of six music scholars from 
five institutions developing a book that 
examines the role of music in times of 
crisis and the relationship of music to 
justice in those crises. Tentatively titled 
Crisis, Justice, and Peace:  Christian Voices 
in Musicology, the book would consist 
of musicological studies on such topics 
as music and apartheid, music in the 
Holocaust, and music at the time of 9/11. 
Initial planning work for the book has 
been funded by the Coalition of Christian 
Colleges and Universities.
 In May, Education Professor Cella 
Bosma attended a Christian Education 
Conference in Lagos, Nigeria, following 
up a conference held last year in 
South Africa. African and North 
American educators gave presentations 
on developing stepping stones for 
authentic Christian education and on 
understanding and living out a biblical 
worldview, respectfully. Attendees held 
round table discussions on how the 
ideas presented could be implemented 
in their schools. At the conclusion of the 
conference, the presenters, working with 
the planning committee of the conference, 
drafted a document that summarized an 
action plan for moving forward with the 
key concepts that were formulated during 
the conference and will hopefully lead to 
systemic change. 
 Dordt College volleyball coach Tom 
Van Den Bosch conducted a skills camp 
in Osaka, Japan, 
for the Kyoto 
International 
Christian School.  







will be something 
I will never forget,” said Van Den Bosch, 
who is also an admissions counselor. “I 
hope many of them will now consider 
Dordt College as a place to continue their 
education. It was exciting to see God 
use volleyball as a way to build a bridge 
between these two institutions.” One 
camp participant, Ruth Nuamah, enrolled 
at Dordt College this fall. 
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Wes Fopma
Director of Alumni Relations
Dordt’s first fall Alumni Weekend happened on September 26 and 27. The move from February to 
September came with the start of the varsity 
football program. The Alumni Council 
decided that, in addition to the draw of 
football, fall was a better season for gathering. 
And what a beautiful weekend it was. Alumni 
Weekend in February never had sunny skies 
and 75 degree temperatures!
 Moving Alumni Weekend to the fall also 
allows for more outdoor activities, and we 
certainly took advantage of that. Alumni 
attended the football game, a kids’ carnival on 
the outdoor tennis courts, a tailgate party, and 
the lacrosse game. 
 Dale Zevenbergen from the business 
department led a presentation on “Continuous 
Improvement” principles for businesses, 
drawing nearly ninety alumni for breakfast 
on Friday morning. It was the largest Alumni 
Business Connections breakfast we’ve had. 
 The weekend ended on Saturday night 





lots of audience 
participation. What 
a show they put 






stole the show 
with her rendition of “Those Were The Days.” 
Planning for next year’s Alumni Weekend is 
already underway. 
 The Alumni Council gathered over 
the weekend for a spirited meeting. Issues 
discussed included holding alumni events in 
various regions of North America over the 
course of the next year, a long-range planning 
discussion on things the Alumni Council 
would like to tackle in the next five years, and 
the reintroduction of Alumni Chapters to 
the Alumni Association. This year we will be 
starting Alumni Chapters in West Michigan 
and in Escondido, California.  Each chapter 
will be led by a committee of four or five 
alumni to plan events for others in their area. 
This will allow alumni in those areas to better 
stay in touch with each other and with the 
college. If you are interested in participating 
in a chapter in one of these areas, contact Wes 
Fopma at wfopma@dordt.edu or call (712) 
722-6028. 
 The Alumni Council also has a few 
openings. Currently, we need Alumni Council 
representatives from the Wilmar/Prinsburg 
area; Wisconsin; the Washington, D.C., or 
New Jersey area; and Ontario, Canada. If you 
might be interested in serving in one of these 
areas please contact Wes Fopma at wfopma@
dordt.edu or call (712) 722-6028. 
 Be sure to periodically visit our alumni 
website at www.dordt.edu/main/alumni. 
Pictures from recent alumni events, 
information on upcoming alumni events, 
news about happenings at the college, and 
other information for alumni are found at this 
website. 
Wes Fopma
A new tradition is established 
Ron Vos
Van Den Bosch
The Kid's Carnival is a hit for children of alumni. Sack races, a 















The Dordt Defender football game was a main event at the first-ever fall Alumni Weekend. 
Dordt lost to Nebraska Wesleyan, but it was a gorgeous fall day.
Leah and Lee Radde performed for
 those who attended 
the annual Scholarhip Donor Banqu
et held on the Friday 
evening of Alumni Weekend. Donor
s and scholarship re-
cipients shared a meal in the Campu
s Center.
A L U M N I  N O T E S
Al Mennega Honors Scholarship 
David Christensen





















 Lynn Edwards Price
Elaine Hannink
Emily Schoenfelder





Anne Heyns DeBeer Music Education 
Scholarship Susan Le Mahieu
B.J. & Deborah Haan Teacher Education 
Scholarship  Autumn Wielenga Den Boer
Ben & Mathilda Vos Sustainable 
Agriculture Scholarship Johnathon Nagel
Bloemendaal Organ Scholarship 
 Grace Jeong
Bomgaars Scholarship
 Joshua Van Zweden
Boot Family Study Abroad Scholarship
Amanda Vande Voort
Carol Lee Zylstra Church Music 
Scholarship  Melanie De Young
Carrie Foods Special Effort Business 
Scholarship Amy Parish
Tori Van Wingerden
Chemistry Faculty Honors Scholarship
David Christensen









Daniel Oosterman Memorial 
Scholarship Sara Hanenburg
Dick & Hilda Addink Scholarship
Xiong Kenny Yang
Dordt College Foreign Language 
Department Study Abroad Scholarship
 Luke Clark
Dordt College Social Work Scholarship
Leah Wolthuizen Van Walbeek
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Jim L. De Boef (’69) passed away on May 23, 
2008. He was married to Gracia (Hoogland, ’70) 
and had three children, Julie (’91), Brent (’95) 
and Andrea. Jim dedicated his life to Christian 
education, having taught in Sioux Center, Iowa; 
Ontario, California; and Pella, Iowa.  Over the 
course of the past fifteen years, Jim struggled with 
a recurring meningenoma. He was preceded in 
death by Gracia in 1998, after which he married his 
second wife, Mary Ann.
Rev. Mark Vander Hart (’75) and Corey 
Dykstra (’07) participated in two weeks of digging 
during June at the archaeological site of Bethsaida, 
north of the Sea of Galilee in Israel. Vander Hart 
teaches at Mid-America Reformed Seminary in 
Dyer, Indiana, and Dykstra is a middler student at 
Mid-America.
Trudi (Hofer, ex ’82) Nelson earned her 
doctorate in education (in curriculum and 
instruction) from the University of South Dakota 
in May of 2008. She has accepted the position of 
Assistant Professor of Language Arts in USD’s 
School of Education. Trudi and her husband, Dave, 
an independent insurance agent, live in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.
Jim Deters (’82) is the new middle school 
assistant principal in the Paw Paw school district 
of Michigan.  Prior to working as an educational 
consultant for the last two years, Deters served 
as principal for the Kalamazoo Christian West 
Elementary School in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  He 
has also worked as an educational supervisor in 
the Dominican Republic for four years, where he 
supervised twenty-one schools.
Ms. Wilma Zomer (’85), a flight attendant 
for Delta Airlines, Inc., has been recognized by 
Cambridge Who’s Who for showing dedication, 
leadership, and excellence in all aspects of passenger 
services. Ms. Zomer has twenty years of professional 
experience and stays current in her profession by 
enrolling in continuing education courses.  
Beth (Aardema, ’87) worked for six years in 
gerontology in Grand Rapids, Michigan and then, 
for six years, stayed home with her two children. 
She and her husband, Mike Koop, have owned 
MBK Corporate Promotions since July of 2000.  
Beth also works with GEMS and volunteers in her 
children’s school. They live in Jenison, Michigan.
Mitch (’87) and Laura (Holland, ’94) Kahler of 
Tracy, California, announce the birth of son Wyatt 
Mitchell on April 27, 2007. Wyatt joined Olivia (2). 
Laura recently accepted a position at Bethany Home 
in Stockton, California, as a CNA.  
Heidi (Visscher, ’88) and Brian Sikkema of 
Bradenton, Florida, announce the arrival of Brin 
Gianna on July 3, 2008.
Pete Van Der Puy (’90) is now superintendent 
at Central Minnesota Christian School in 
Prinsburg, Minnesota.  In July of 2008, he also 
completed his masters in educational leadership at 
Marion University in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin. His 
wife, Brenda (Ten Pas, ’88) works as an assistant at 
PrinsBank/CapFinancial. They have three children, 
Brandon (17), Cassie (13), and Cameron (7).
Julie (De Boef, ’91) and Lance Beyer welcomed 
Justin L. on July 31, 2007.  His big brothers are Jay, 
Shane, and Chase.
Dale (’91) and Tammy (Baker, ’91) 
Zevenbergen welcomed Braden Liu into their 
family on May 12, 2008.  Braden was born on 
September 22, 2005, in China.  Older sisters Jenna 
(13), Kylee (11), and Rayanna (4) also went on the 
adoption trip to China.
Connie Holtrop (’91) of St. Louis, Missouri, 
announces the birth of Monte Kruse on December 
1, 2006.
Scott (’92) and Jennifer Van Wyk of Ankeny, 
Iowa, announce the birth of Wade Elias on March 
7, 2007.
Steve (’92) and Tracie Vanden Berg of Mason 
City, Iowa, announce the birth of Seth Michael, 
born on May 29. He joins two older brothers, Joshua 
(9) and Brian (7).
p John (’92) and Dee (Haan,’93) Hiemstra live 
in Lynden, Washington.  John is a physician with 
Lynden Family Medicine; Dee is home with their 
children, Holly (11), Sam (5) and baby Katie.
Steve (’93) and Tiffany (Hoskins, ’94) Van Zee 
announce the birth of Victoria Fae, born on May 15, 
2008.  The Van Zees live in Pella, Iowa, where Steve 
is Senior Project Engineer in the Environmental 
Division of Vermeer Manufacturing. Tori joins 
siblings Caleb (11), Ethan (9), and Anna (6).
Tim (’95) and Sharletta (Postma, ’95) Vander 
Pol announce the birth of Simeon Ray on December 
5, 2007. He was welcomed home by Abigail (7), Julia 
(4), and Malachi (2).
Daniel (’95) and Kelly deBoom announce the 
birth of Walker Ornee on March 11, 2008. 
Josh and Shelly (Buys, ’95) Nibbelink announce 
the birth of Addison Jo, born on June 24, 2008, in 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. She joined Emma (4).
Joseph and Melanie (Van Unen, ’95) Mendes of 
Salida, California, announce the birth of Ethan Paul 
on September 5, 2008.
Roger and Peggy (Ten Pas, ’95) Trefts of St 
Louis, Missouri, announce the birth of Zoey 
Christine on January 8, 2008. 
Marc and Heidi (Huisken, ’95) Cunningham 
announce the birth of Reagan Jackson, born on 
January 18, 2008. He was welcomed home by sister, 
Micah (6) and brother, Gabriel (3). They live in 
Loveland, Colorado.
Loy (’95) and Taryn (De Yong, ’98) Van’t Hul 
of Rock Valley, Iowa, announce the birth of Addison 
Faye on March 10, 2008.
Larissa (Lighthiser, ’96) and Brian Kamps 
(’94) were married on July 5, 2008, in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, by Dordt College President Carl Zylstra 
and Reverend Gil Kamps (’72), uncles of the groom.  
The couple now lives in Rancho Cucamonga, 
California, where Brian is a teacher at Ontario 
Christian Middle School and Larissa is the Director 
of Enrollment at Providence Christian College.
Brenda (Kropp, ’96) and Grant Anderson of 
Garner, Iowa, announce the birth of Jaelyn Rose 
born on April 30, 2008.  She is welcomed home by 
Derek (10), Mara (7), and Kylie (4).
Dan and Heather (Schreur, ’96) Vander Beek of 
Pella, Iowa, announce the arrival of Luke Michael on 
February 6, 2008.  He joins Grace (2).
Tom (’96) and Karlene VanderWilt announce 
the birth of Grant Thomas on August 12, 2007, in 
Lynden, Washington.  He joined Alivia (2). 
Myron and Holly (Kooiker, ’96) Dekkers of 
Hawarden, Iowa, welcome Troy Anthony-John, born 
on January 8, 2008.  His older sisters are Edyn (5) 
and Madeira (2).
Scott (’96) and Sue Vanden Berg of Holland, 
Michigan, were blessed with a son, Abram Scott, 
born on March 7, 2008. He joined Ella (2).   
Jason (’96) and Karen (Van Donselaar, ’98) 
Soodsma of Aurora, Colorado, announce the birth 
of Seth Jarod on April 4, 2008. 
Daryl (’96) and Evelyn (van Hooydonk, ’96) 
Van Dyke announce the birth of Landon on July 5, 
2007. 
Jeff (’97) and Monica (Crull, ’96) Droog 
announce the birth of Charlie Alan, born on January 
27, 2008, in Orange City, Iowa.  Charlie joins Dalton 
(8), Josie (6), and Emma (4).
Ryan (’96) and Rachel (Calkhoven, ’99) Schaap 
of Sergeant Bluff, Iowa, announce the birth of 
Isabella Rae on June 5, 2008.
Kristen (Vande Berg, ’97) and Nathan 
Sederstrom (’00) announce the birth of twins 
Caitlin Danielle and Colten Marshall on June 10, 
2008, in Munster, Indiana.  They were welcomed 
home by siblings Treyton (4), Ryan (3), and Raelyn 
(18 months).
p Heather Lillian (Hamilton, ’97) and 
Matthew Vogl announce the birth of Felicity 
Catherine, born on June 5, 2008, in Fairfax, Virginia. 
Emily (Schaap, ’97) and James Hilleman 
announce the birth of Audrey Grace, born on May 
15, 2008, in Ames, Iowa. Emily  is a stay-at-home 
mom and teaches piano lessons from her home, 
plays the keyboard at her church, and is a volunteer 
counselor at the local Crisis Pregnancy Center.
Jeff (’97) and Soly Moss announce the birth of 
Sophia Jolie on October 22, 2007.
Mitchell and Rebecca (Gerritsma, ’97) Visser 
celebrate the birth of Colette Aria, born July 1, 2007.  
Her siblings are Jocelyn (4) and Seth (2).
Heath (’97) and Amy (Feikema, ’98) Oberloh 
of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, announce the birth of 
Carter James on June 21, 2008.
André Kok (’98) graduated from Harvard 
University with a Master of Liberal Arts in 
Government on June 5, 2008. He was deployed for 
six months to Guantánamo Bay Naval Station, Cuba, 
and to Washington, D.C., as a public affairs officer 
for the Department of Defense Office of Military 
Commissions. He returned home to Randolph Air 
Force Base, Texas, in July.
Jason (’98) and Yvonne (Vaags, ’98) Kimm 
ounce the birth of Eliza Johanna on February 13, 
2008.  Her brothers are Willem and Benjamin.
Gregory (’98) and Julie Van Leeuwen announce 
the birth of Danica Julie on September 25, 2007.  
Danica joins Emily (2).
Ryan and Cheri (Bakker, ’98) Dubes of Phoenix, 
Arizona, announce the arrival of Emily Kate on June 
21, 2007.
Jason and Angela (Dirksen, ’98) Fick of Luverne, 
Minnesota, announce the birth of Gracelyn Joy on 
June 6, 2008.
Greg and Sarah (Nieuwsma, ’98) Schemper 
announce the birth of Elia May who was born on 
April 30, 2007.  She joins Kate (3).
Joe (‘98) and Rachael Venema welcomed Isaac 
Cornel on October 31, 2007, in DeMotte, Indiana.
Wayne and Erin (Uitvlugt, ’98) Bowerman 
announce the birth of Rena Elizabeth, who arrived 
on November 5, 2007.
Emily (Van Gorp, ’99) and Lamont Bos (’99) 
announce the birth of twin boys, Luke Earl and 
Logan John.  They were born on May 8, 2008, and 
welcomed home by Kaleb (6) and Kennedy (4).
This	year	marks	the	fortieth	anniversary	of	the	Dordt	Blades	
hockey	team.		The	team	
is inviting all former 
Blades players to come 
to Sioux Center and 
participate in an Alumni 
Hockey	Tournament	on	
March	12-14,	2009	at	
the All Seasons Center 
in Sioux Center.  
Coach Nate Van 
Niejenhuis	will	
be organizing teams to play during 
the	weekend.		If	interested,	please	
contact Van Niejenhuis at natevn@
allseasonscenter.org.
Blades celebrate 40th
A L U M N I  N O T E S
(Continued from page 13) 
EDA, Inc. Engineering Scholarship 
Travis Coblentz
Andrew Tacoma













Leah Wolthuizen Van Walbeek
First National Bank Business 
Scholarship Kristen Brands
Foreign Candy Company Study Abroad 
Scholarship  Melissa Bons Hickox
Lynda Kuipers
*Frank & Irene Feikema Agriculture 
Scholarship  Maria Verburg
Garry & Delores Zonnefeld Christian 
Education Scholarship
 Jenna Vander Woude
Gladys Apol Scholarship Laurissa Boman
Good Shepherd Scholarship Valerie Kroll






Henry & Sadie Buteyn Family Teacher 
Education Scholarship  Cassie Huizenga
Henry De Groot Business Administration 
Scholarship Leah Radde











Heritage Teacher Education Scholarship
Bethany Vander Zouwen










Integrity in Business Scholarship
Micah Bengtson
Interstates Electric Engineering 
Scholarship Robert Kangas
 Jeremy Nederhoff
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Aaron (’98) and Jennifer (Zomermaand, 
’02) Imig moved to Salem, Oregon, a year ago. 
Aaron defended his dissertation at George Fox 
University and finished his doctorate in education. 
Jenn finished a master’s degree in Health, Physical 
Education, and Recreation from Emporia State 
University. Next year, Aaron will become the 
principal of Salem Academy Christian Middle and 
High School in Salem.
Mark (’99) and Sarah (Ribbens, ’99) Van 
Den Bosch announce the birth of Kingston Mark, 
on June 21, 2008. 
Mike and Wendy (Beimers, ’99) Poppema of 
Sioux Center, Iowa, announce the arrival of Kinzie 
Lou on March 24, 2008.  
Kelli (Vink, ’99) and Tim Kruid are proud to 
announce the birth of Kora Noel, born on September 
7, 2007 in Pella, Iowa.  Kora is welcomed home by 
brother Kaden (2). 
Paul (’99) and Amy (Van Ruler, ’99) Ross of 
Sioux Center announce the birth of Jacob Robert on 
April 10, 2008.
Eric (’97) and Cara (De Wit, ’99) De Haan of 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota, announce the birth of 
Ezra James on March 12, 2008.
Jeff (’99) and Sara (Vanden Berg, ’00) 
Ploegstra of North Liberty, Iowa, announce the 
birth of Benjamin Andrew on March 11, 2008.   
Tanya (Vander Kooi, ’99) and Daniel (’99) 
Obbink announce the birth of Micah Nathaniel 
on August 15, 2008.  Daniel is a certified public 
accountant at Moss Adams LLP in Bellingham, 
Washington. Tanya’s days are occupied with raising 
their children and volunteering.
Ryan Verver (’99) received a M.A. in educational 
administration from Governors State University on 
August 15, 2008.
Brent Nykamp, M.D. (’99) joined the surgical 
team at the Orange City Area Health System as a 
general surgeon.
Andra (Flikkema, ’99) and Brett (’99) 
Lindskoog of Odebolt, Iowa, announce the birth of 
Brynn Emily who was born on August 7, 2008.
Angela (Larson, ’99) and Kevin Tuininga (’00) 
announce the birth of Benjamin Shane born on 
May 26, 2006 in Omaha, 
Nebraska.  
Matthew (’99) and u 
Holli (Nunnikhoven, ’01) 
Zieske announce the birth 
of Megan Emily, born on 
December 30, 2007, in Iowa 
City, Iowa. She joins Caleb 
(2).  
Nate (’99) and 
Rachel TeWinkel of Port 
Washington, Wisconsin, 
were married on March 21, 2008. Nate works at 
United Financial Services in Grafton, Wisconsin, a 
data processing center for banks.
Jonathan (’99) and Kristen (Heerema, ’02) 
Pelster of Calgary, Alberta, announce the birth of 
Ava Chloe Lynn on April 22, 2008.   
Kevin (’99) and Kara Verschuure of Orange 
City, Iowa, announce the birth of Maggie Jayne on 
May 10, 2008.
Paul Ten Haken (’00) recently started Click 
Rain, an online marketing agency in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota.  The firm specializes in search engine 
marketing, e-mail marketing, social media, and 
online technologies. Jeff Meuzelaar (’08) recently 
joined Click Rain as an online marketing strategist, 
helping develop and implement a variety of web-
based marketing strategies.  
Tim and Allison (Van Wyk, ’00) Wanaselja of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, announce the birth of 
Noemi Marie on March 22, 2008.
Todd (’00) and Katie (Howe, ’00) Monger of 
Robbinsdale, Minnesota, announce the birth of 
McKenna Joy on May 30, 2008.
Jason and Teresa (Van Den Broek, ’00) Rens of 
Pella, Iowa, announce the arrival of Joshua Timothy 
on June 29, 2008.
Mike and Tricia (Weg, ex ’00) Peuse of Gilbert, 
Arizona, announce the birth of William Douglas on 
June 26, 2008. 
 Dan (’00) and Rebekah (Vander Pol, ’00) 
Eekhoff of Overland Park, Kansas, announce the 
birth of Landon Keith on June 25, 2008.
Dustin (’00) and Dacia (Van Wyk, ’00) Prins 
announce the birth of Mallory Raeann, born on 
July 23, 2008, in Fort Dodge, Iowa.  Mallory was 
welcomed home by Troy (2).
Wade and Denise (Kooistra, ’00) Vanden Berg 
of Sioux Falls announce the birth of Chloe Rae on 
November 12, 2007.  She joined Kayda (4.) and Elliot 
(2).
David and Sarah (Juhl, ’01) Kuiper of Orange 
City, Iowa, announce the birth of Olivia Therese on 
December 18, 2007.
Jonathan (’01) and Jennifer Bentz announce the 
birth of Zachariah Jon on March 11, 2008. He joins 
Hannah (2).  
Steven (’01) and Caryn (Roskamp, ’01) Bruin 
announce the birth of Willem James, born on June 
20, 2007. Willem joined Grace (2).
Robert (’01) and Tracy (Petersen, ’01) Keizer of 
Saint Paul, Minnesota, announce the birth of Aletha 
Reid on February 12, 2008. 
Mike Shubeck (’01) received notification that 
he passed the South Dakota Bar Exam. He works 
with the Law Offices of Gregory Yates of Encino, 
California, in its branch office in Rapid City, South 
Dakota.  
Jason and Anna (De Leeuw, ’01) De Goei 
announce the birth of Annika Jenae on February 14, 
2008. She joined Jaedalyn (2).
Mark (’01) and Pam (Wierenga, ’01) Hoogwerf 
announce the birth of Erik Allen, born on May 13 in 
Bradenton, Florida.  He joins Robert (3) and Valerie 
(2).  The Hoogwerf family has since moved to Huron, 
South Dakota, where Mark is an engineer with 
Northwestern Energy.
Jared (’01) and Rachel Terpstra announce the 
birth of Addison Faith, born on February 13, 2007.
Ryan (’01) and Amanda (Poppema, ’02) Lefever 
of Shawnee Mission, Kansas, announce the birth of 
Rex Ryan on April 7, 2008.
Brad and Amy (Gesch, ’01) Mariner of Boulder, 
Wyoming, announce the birth of Chauncey Joel, 
born on February 15, 2008.  He joins Kade (2). 
Jason (’01) and Jana (Smeenk, ’02) Koning of 
Lynden, Washington, announce the birth of William 
Henry on December 1, 2007.
Ben (’01) and Megan (Swart, ’00) Taatjes 
of Prinsburg, Minnesota, announce the birth of 
Addilyn Jae on April 22, 2008. She joins Lauren 
Grace (2).
Cody and Rochelle (Top, ’02) Statema announce 
the arrival of Joshua Top on Tuesday, November 6, 
2007. 
Brendan and Erin (Dykstra, ’02) Olson of Elk 
Point, South Dakota, announce the birth of Brady 
Robert on May 25, 2008.  Erin teaches social work at 
Dordt College.
Jared and Kimberly (Koetsier, ’02) Ogden 
welcomed Bethany Jean Ogden on June 24, 2007.  
She joined Madison and Johnathan (Pelham).
Craig (’02) and Kayla Kootstra announce the 
birth of Haley Dawnae, born on July 5, 2008, in 
Modesto, California.
Andrew (’02) and Brenda (Breukelman, ’02) 
Steers of Aurora, Colorado, announce the birth of 
Amelie Lorraine on October 11, 2007.  
 Dan and Sarah (Elenbaas, ’02) Bollock of 
Lafayette, Indiana, announce the birth of Abigail Lu 

















Claim your credential files
Colett (Hartog, ’77) Broekhuis from Everett, Washington, Brenda (De Boer ’77) Nugteren from Pella, 
Iowa, Cheryl (Schuiling, ex’77) Steensma from Ripon, California, Diann (Broekema ex ’77) Smit from 
Twin Falls, Idaho, Donna (Balt, ’77)Arkema from Pella, Iowa, Beth (Walhof,’77) Bakker from Sanborn, 
Iowa,  and Melinda (Schnyders, ’77) Bratt  from Lynden, Washington, were able to reunite in Lynden, 
Washington, in June of 2008 for a brief reunion for the first time in thirty years. While there, they were 
able to remember their friend, Corrie (Hamming, ’77) Leenstra of Lacombe, Alberta, who passed away 
on April  15, 2008,  after battling breast cancer. Luminaries were lit in her memory at the Lynden Relay 
for Life.  Diann, a breast cancer survivor, was also able to walk the survivor lap.
A L U M N I  N O T E S
(Continued from page 14) 
Jack Grotenhuis Memorial Scholarship
Jander Talen
Jake Hop Men’s Basketball Scholarship
Jeremy Zeutenhorst
Jake Hop Scholarship Ellen Van Den Top
James Albert Klaver Memorial 
Scholarship Adrian de Lange
James Koldenhoven Theater Arts 
Scholarship Rebecca Lancaster
Jeanie E. Zinkand Memorial 
International Student Scholarship
 Azuayi Ewuga
Jeffrey A. Alons Theater Arts 
Scholarship Jenna Veenbaas
Jesse Hugen Memorial Scholarship
Clarissa Laverman








Joe J. Dahm Memorial Music 






Joe’s Ready Mix, Inc. Scholarship
 Joshua Koch
John & Frances Bonnema Memorial 
Business Scholarship Kalen Van Maanen
Kyle Van Otterloo
Laura Schouwenaar
John & Frances Bonnema Memorial 
Music Scholarship Krysta Wright
Lee Radde
John & Frances Bonnema Memorial 
Social Work Scholarship Evonne Sirois





John & Reona Reinsma Organ 
Scholarship Helena van Beek
John B. Hulst Teacher Education 
Scholarship Allison DeWaard
Eric Tudor
John Bosma Memorial Scholarship
Brian Van Zee
Jonathan Ross Kooima Scholarship
Katherine Du Mez
Len & Lee Rhoda Women’s Basketball 
Scholarship Julia DeKoekkoek
Erin Savery
Link Manufacturing Ltd. Engineering 
Scholarship Timothy Wasland
Louis & Agnes Kamps Scholarship
Kyle Heidema
Louis & Johanna Zuiderhof Teacher 
Education Scholarship Susan Le Mahieu
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Sarah (Nieuwsma) Schemper
It was so hard to know what to expect. Ten years is a long time, and while I’d seen several of our Dordt friends more recently, 
there were those who I hadn’t seen since 
pulling away from campus with my ’85 Honda 
piled to the roof with trash (literally; I’d taken 
others’ castaways because I liked free stuff). I 
guess I feel like the same person I was then (I 
still like free stuff) though a mellower, NPR-
listening version of the girl I once was. Blame it 
on my children, I don’t know, but it happened 
and it’s okay.
 It would have been easy to lose track of 
everyone after graduation, except that Carie 
(VanderVeen) Molloy has compiled bi-yearly 
newsletters with updates from each person. So 
when Tamara Heibult began planning a ten-
year reunion, she had contacts for everyone. 
She chose Park City, Utah, because it’s rather 
central, close to a major airport, with several 
things to do around the area, and she found 
large multi-room condos for rent at a reasonable 
price. Twenty-three of us met, from both ends 
of Canada and the U.S. Several guys brought 
along their wives, and almost all of the women 
left their husbands at home. Three babies, five 
months and younger, were taken along for the 
ride—belonging to Jill (Schemper) Bute, Willem 
and Angie Van Niewenhuiyzen, and Jason and 
Yvonne (Vaags) Kimm.
 On the way to Park City, I bet Jodi (Groen) 
Schiebout that all the guys would have 
gained weight (no offense, guys). So my first 
surprise when we arrived was how good we all 
look! My second surprise was that although 
everyone had matured (Willem apparently 
called “Kansas,” a.k.a. Mark Schlatter, before 
leaving to see if he needed a porta crib brought 
along for his baby!), everyone was the same. 
Yodi Drost and Tamara still got thrown in the 
hot tub (with their clothes on), but thankfully 
the duct tape was left at home. 
 My final surprise was how easily we picked 
up where we left off, only ten years later. There 
was plenty of reminiscing, but mostly we 
caught up on where we are now and how life 
has changed. As corny as it will sound, I feel 
like we’re family, somehow connected for life 
through our short four years at Dordt—albeit 
a slightly dysfunctional, brutally honest, but 
extremely enjoyable family. And that feels 
really good. 
 We’ve decided not to wait so long before 
the next reunion, not only because ten years is 
way too long, but because by then we’ll all be 
42. And old. I have a VHS tape where seven of 
us are piled up on top of each other on an East 
Campus love seat, discussing where we’d land in 
five years. I wonder if, when we’re 42 and look 
back at our 30s, we’ll think we were just babies. 
It makes me wonder what future conversations 
will bring…and where in the world they will be 
brought. 
Ten years later: 
Twenty-three 
'98 grads reunite
Jonathan and Jocelyn (Van Beek, ’02) Meinders 
of Pella, Iowa, welcome the arrival of Sawyer 
Jonathan on December 10, 2007.
Ryan (’02) and Kim (Van Groningen, ’02) 
Zuidervaart announce the birth of Gianna Rae on 
May 5, 2007.      
Don and Miranda (Scholten, ’02) King of 
Orange City, Iowa, announce the birth of Ariel Faith 
on February 19, 2008.
Danielle (Vriend, ’02) and Paul Fluit announce 
the arrival of Ruby Adeline, born at home in White 
Rock, British Columbia, on December 1, 2007. 
Fraser (’02) and Theresa (Vis, ex ’04) de 
Walle announce the arrival of Haley Ella, born on 
November 9, 2007.
Daniel (’02) and Julie (Oudman, ’05) Perkins 
of Upland, Indiana, announce the birth of Harper 
William on August 1, 2008.
Matthew (’03) and Alexis (Smith, ’04) Hilbelink 
announce the birth of Kaitlyn Grace, born on 
January 18, 2008.  She was welcomed by Aiden.
Kelly and Mark Netjes (’03) announce the 
birth of Gavin Mark, born on August 25, 2008, in 
Munster, Indiana.
John (’03) and Lori (Panchot, ’03) Hansen 
announce the birth of Peyton Lillian, born on July 
10, 2008, in St. Louis ,Missouri.
Nicholas (’03) and Coralin (Den Boer, ’03) 
Davelaar of Hospers, Iowa, announce the birth of 
Andrew Lincoln on January 27, 2008. Andrew was 
welcomed home by Noah (18 months).  Nicholas is 
the pastor at First Christian Reformed Church of 
Hospers, Iowa.   
Tanya (Visser, ’03) and Troy Bouma (’03) 
announce the birth of a baby boy, Paxton Lee, born 
on March 24, 2008, in Brainerd, Minnesota.
Nicholas (’03) and Allison (Schaap, ’03) Alons 
announce the birth of Levi Nicholas, born on August 
2, 2007, in Munster, Indiana.
p Sarah (Fedders, ’03) and Donny Gaalswyk 
announce the birth of Nicolas Henry, born on 
May 18, 2008, in Twin Falls, Idaho.  Older siblings 
who welcomed him are Hannah (3) and Daniel (18 
months).
Tom (’03) and Laura Koolhaas of Tulare, 
California, announce the birth of Kara Jaelyn on 
May 19, 2008.
Meagan (Van Den Berg, ’03) and Zach 
Vreeman (’02) announce the birth of Titus David, 
born on June 17, 2008, in Anchorage, Alaska.
Michelle (Reedyk, ’04) and Paul Frankfurter 
announce the birth of Maddison Elizabeth, born on 
February 13, 2008, in Kingman, Arizona.
Heidi (Bolkema, ’04) and Ryan De Kruyf 
announce the birth and adoption of Eden Elizabeth 
Hope, born on May 11, 2008 in North Carolina and 
welcomed home on May 21, 2008. She joined Aniah 
(2). Heidi is enjoying her work in adoption at New 
Horizons Adoption Agency.
Harley (’04) and Jessica (Rowenhorst, ’04) 
Janssen of Pella, Iowa, announce the birth of 
Sullivan Michael on March 1, 2008. Harley is a global 
sourcing engineer for Vermeer Manufacturing.  
Jessica is a stay-at-home mom for Jayna (4), Preston 
(2), and Sullivan. She also co-coaches track and cross 
country at Pella Christian School.
Tim and Lindsay (Cameron, ’04) Watkins 
announce the birth of Elena Miriam on July 30, 2008 
in Cape Coral, Florida.
Matthew (’04) and Melissa (De Yager, ’04) De 
Haan of Azusa, California, announce the birth of 
Cayden Matthew on January 9, 2008.
Michael and Naomi (Elgersma, ’04) Schout 
of Ripon, California, welcomed Sadie Grace on 
October 30, 2007.  
Seth (’04) and Tiffany (Ulferts, ’03) Steensma 
announce the birth of Matthew Dries, born on 
January 24, 2008.  Seth works as a mechanical 
engineer at Affinity Solutions in Sioux Falls, and 
Tiffany stays home with Matthew.
Kevin (’05) and Adriana (De Boer, ’04) Vander 
Spek welcomed Makayla Janae on May 31, 2006. The 
Vander Speks live in Hagersville, Ontario. 
Beth (Dejonge, ’05) and Tim Annema (’05) 
announce the arrival of Tyson John, born on August 
25, 2008, in Zeeland, Michigan.
In July of 2008, Andrew (’05) and Sarah 
(Versluis, ’05) De Young of St. Paul, Minnesota, 
traveled to Bergamo, Italy, where Andrew presented 
a paper at a conference on the work of Scottish writer 
Robert Louis Stevenson. Andrew’s paper, “The Case 
of the Missing Detective: Detection, Deception, 
and Delicacy in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” explored 
Stevenson’s use of the Victorian conventions of the 
detective genre in the novel.  In December, Andrew 
will defend a master’s thesis on a similar topic at the 
University of St. Thomas. Sarah works as a graphic 
artist at Target.
Chris Fransman (’05) recently accepted a 
position as a physical education teacher at Tri-State 
Christian School in Galena, Illinois.
Katie (Van Engen, ’05) and Brian Vander Ley 
(’05) announce the birth of Gavin Andrew, born on 
August 12, 2008, in Ames, Iowa. He was welcomed 
home by Gerrit John (13 months). 
Tara (De Vries, ’05) and Steve (’05) Dekkers and 
son Kian announce the birth of Marae Joy on April 
10, 2008, in Ames, Iowa.
Eric (’05) and Deb (Schippers, ’04) Gritter of 
Holland, Michigan, announce the birth of Leyton 
James on August 9, 2008.
Amy Vande Kamp (’06) lives in Michigan and 
works in youth ministry. She recently auditioned 
for and won the second chair trombone with the 
Holland Symphony Orchestra, a paid position.  She 
is also fourth out of seven chairs in the Grand Rapids 
Symphonic Band.
Gwen Bakker (’06) was married on July 7, 2007, 
to Tyson Tiggelaar. In October of 2008, Gwen will 
graduate from the University of Manitoba with a 
master’s degree in occupational therapy. 
Lana (Danzeisen, ’06) and Darrell Vande 
Griend of Laveen, Arizona, announce the birth of 
Jake David, born on September 4, 2008.
Arnold and Heather (Driesen, ’07) De Boer of 
Mt. Elgin, Ontario, announce the birth of Esther 
Johanna on September 20, 2007.
Reid LePage (’07) and Stephanie Veenstra were 
wed on May 31, 2008. 
Amy (Andriese, ’07) and Aaron (’07) Tazelaar 
announce the birth of Austin James, born on June 
23, 2008, in Turlock, California. The family moved 
to Ripon, California, just four days after Austin was 
born.
Sheila (De Stigter, ’07) Van Essen writes, “I 
found out in June that I passed the last part of the 
CPA exam!”  Van Essen is currently an auditor with 
Ernst and Young in St. Louis, Missouri.
Matthew Berkenpas (’08) has recently taken 
a position as a production assistant at Seismic 


























































































Oct. 24 - Nov. 30 Faculty Show: Recent work by Matthew Drissell
Dec. 5 – Jan. 7   Annual Dordt/Northwestern Student Exhibit
Music
B.J. Haan Auditorium
Nov. 12 7:30 p.m. U.S. Air Force Concert Band
Nov. 15 7:30 pm Senior Recital: Bridget Smith, piano; Leah Radde, clarinet
Nov. 18 7:30 pm NISO Fall Concert
Nov. 20 7:30 p.m. Opera Omaha 
Nov. 23 3:00 pm Advent Hymn Festival  with Robert Horton, organ
Dec. 5  7:30 pm Chamber Orchestra and Concert Band Concert
Dec. 9 7:30 pm Campus-Community and Jazz Band Concert
Dec. 12 7:30 pm Choral Ensembles Concert
Theatre
Nov. 22 7:30 p.m. Farmscape: Documenting the Changing Rural Environment  - a Readers' 
Theatre, C160
Campus Activities
Nov. 5  3:00 p.m "Russian Orthodoxy Today, " lecture by Natalia Pecherskaya,
  C160
 7:00 pm "The Problem of Being Human in Science and Theology," Pecherskaya
Nov. 6 3:15 p.m. "My Climate, Your Climate, Our Watery Change," lecture by John Wood,  
SB101
 7:15 p.m. "Shalom and a Sense of Place," Wood
Nov. 7 7:30 p.m. Tuscan Travleogue, BJH 
Dec. 12 3:30 p.m. Psychology Student Research Conference, Campus Center
For more information about these events and for athletic schedules please go to www.dordt.edu/events
The Voice, an outreach of Dordt College, 
is sent to you as alumni and friends of 
Christian higher education. The Voice 
is published four times per year to 
share information about the programs, 
activities, and needs of the college. Send 
address corrections and correspondence 
to VOICE, Dordt College, 498 Fourth 
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